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whom, Sir, cbuld the 
republicadondf this little 
hiſtory with more propriety be 
addreſſed; "than to a gentle- 
man to whom it is under 
ſuch conſiderable obligations? 
When it firſt appeared; it was 

F. "+. .. ho- 


iv DEDICATION. 
honoured with your notice in 
an eſpecial manner : and is not 
a little benefitted by your /a- 
bours. You, Sir! with a care- 
ful hand noted its errors; and 

what has ſtood the teſt of your 
ſtrictures is certainly eſtabliſhed 
with additional authority. What- | 
erer might be the motives which 
influenced / vigorgus an exer- 
tion of your learned and criti- 
cal powers, powers ſo univer- 
ſally acknowleged and reſpec- 
ted; the author of this piece 


| will not now enquire: it is ſuf- 
ficient 


RO 


DEDICATION. v 
ficient to him that they ope- 


rated to the extending theknow- * 


lege of his tract, among that 
claſs of readers who ſtood moſt 
in need of the information it 
furniſbed : and he is perſuaded 
you will with pleaſure hear his 
_ aſſurances, that the work owes 
no ſmall ſhare of what appro- 
bation it may have gained, to 
your elaborate Review of it. 
Several worthy pious perſons 
having candidly declared in pri- 
vate converſation, (and unknow- 
ine y to the author himſelf) that 
A 3 the £ 


vi DEDICATION. 

the peruſal of your book really 
ſtrengthened the facts advanced 
in. the hiſtory. For this there- 
fore he conſiders you as entitled 
to his thanks: and that his ac- 
knowlegements might be as 
public as the obligation, no me- 
thod of conveyance ſeemed more 
proper, than to prefix them to 
this new edition of The Hifory of 
the Man after God's own Heart. 


He ſcorns, Sir! to follow the 
practice of Dedicators in com- 
mon, who from venal motives 

ſurfeit 


DEDICATION. vi 
ſurſeit their patrons with ful- 


ſome adulation: he will not 


therefore call the bluſhes into 
your countenance, by expreſſing 
his private ſentiments of your 
karned Review of this Hiſto- 
rical Sketch, farther than by 
one obſervation; which is, that 
had you been totally unknown 
in the republic of letters be- 
fore, your apology for the 
death of Uriah would alone 
have raiſed your literary fame 
beyond the power of envious 
detraction. However, not to 


A 4 offend 


vii, DEDICATION. 
offend your modeſty, he deſiſts 
from farther encomiums; but 
with a wiſh that you may long 
live to enjoy the reputation ac- 
quired by ſo laudable a per- 


formance, he concludes with 


ſubſcribing himſelf, | 


2015 Vour greatly obliged 
and very humble 


. of 
- 

, * . 89 # 7 8 g P ny 4 

1X 3 a 4 ho 

. * 9 # p * . * 
a * 5 1 # — . = "x. £ 

* . 
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\OME eur panegyriſts * on 

our late king, have, a little un- 
fortunately, been fond of comparing 
him with a monarch in no reſpect te- 
ſembling him; except in the length 
of his reign, thirty and three years: 
which a lucky text informed them to 
be the duration of David's ſovereignty 
over the Hebrew nation, Had our good 
old king died a year ſooner, or had we 
" been 
* nnen 


Dr. Chandler, Mr. Palmer, and others. 


— — —— — — . — —— — 
. 


x PREFACE. 
been indulged with him a year longer; 
the opportunity of applying this text 
would then have been loſt; and in 


either caſe we might not have heard 
of the parallel. 


A reverence for the memory of a 


worthy prince, has occaſioned the 


world's being troubled with a new hiſ- 
tory of king David; which. might 
otherwiſe not have appeared : meerly 
to ſhew how the memory of the Bri- 
tiſh monarch is affected by the com- 
. pariſon. 


by even ef yourſelves judge ye not 
what is. right? is the language of 


| Jeſus Chriſt, Prove all things; bold 
Fall that which is good; is the lan- 


| $Uage 
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guage of the apoſtle Paul. The li- 
berty thus granted is unlimited; but 
it is more than a meer grant of li- 
berty, theſe are poſitive injunctions: 
let no one then be ſo timid as to re- 
ſign an inclination to ſatisfy juſt doubts: 
in Britain, thanks to the obſtinate he- 
reſy of our brave forefathers, no au- 
dacious Romiſh prieſt dare preſcribe 
limits to the exerciſe of our reaſoning 
faculties; and proteſtant ones ſurely 
will not: nay they cannot; conſiſtently 
with thoſe principles which juſtify 
their diſſent from the romiſh com- 
munion. An honeſt deſire to obtain 
truth, will ſanctify the moſt rigid ſcru- 
tiny into every thing. An apoſtle has 
told us, that we are not to believe 


cven 


i PREFACE. 

even an angel from Heaven, who 
ſhould preach any other goſpel than 
chat of Chriſt *: and, no authority 
can be ſo ſacred, as to (et aſide the 


mot valuable diſlirction of humanity, 


with which our Creator has ſurniſhed 
us; or to give the lie to our moſt 
ſelf-evident conceptions of right and 
Wrong. | | 


If that liberty of which Britons 
boaſt the poſſeſſion, means any thing, 
it muſt primarily include freedom of 
thought; without which there can be 


no freedom of action. Thus it mult 


mean an uncontrouled power to exa- 
mine 


= * 
— 88 — a — — 


— — 


b Galatians Fs 
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mine the validity of every propeſition 
offered to our aſſent: without which 
power and the due exerciſe of it, our 
aſſent cannot be the aſſent of rational 
beings. If the reformed religion means 


any thing, it muſt mean a religion 


founded by the authority, not of coun- 
cils and ſynods, but of conviction, the 
reſult of private judgment. True 
proteſtants do not puzzle themſelves 
about the. deciſions of Trent, Con- 
ſtance, or Dort; they proteſt againſt 
all authoritative: diftates : diſciples of 
the / meek, the lowly, the humane 
Jeſus; they ſeek of themſelves to judge 
of right or wrong. Who is moſt the 
proteſtant, the friend to human kind, 
and to truth? thoſe who appeal to the 
bi ' human 


xiv PRE F ACE. 


human underſtanding, and ſubmit to 
the public judgment whether things 
are really ſo or not; or thoſe who ſay, 
they are ſo, they ſhall be ſo, you 
ſhall acknowlege them to be ſo, or 
elſe 7 | 


Let not weak-minded chriſtians who 
think truth not able to maintain its 
authority without legal enforcements, 
lament what they call licentions ab- 
uſes of that liberty on which we are 
happy to congratulate ourſelves: in- 
judicious productions of the pen will 
always meet the treatment they de- 
ſerve. Fallacions pretenſions to rea- 
ſoning cannot deceive mankind in theſe 
liberal * nor can truth be ob- 

ſcured 


be @ 2 


ms 6 wy m7 a Xa -—= »= & - © 
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ſcured when the attention of honeſt 
enquirers after it is properly exerted, 
If the little hiſtorical ſketch enſuing, 
and which in fact exhibits no more 
than what we have all daily read with- 
out preſuming to decide upon, if it 
really is that audacious calumny which 
many roundly affirm it to be; it will 
doubtleſs be conſidered as ſuch: if, on 
the contrary it contains undeniable 
matters of fact, fallaciouſneſs will ap- 
pear in the angry objections againſt it; 
and the writer truſts, the futility of 
ſuch objections, have been already made | 
ſufficiently apparent, 


The name of David has never been 
mentioned by divines but with the 


greateſt _ 


xi PR EF ACE. 


greateſt reſpect, from the time in which 


he lived to the preſent day; and 
He is always quoted as an illuſtrious 
Sample: of holineſs! ſo illuſtrious, 


that the greateſt inſtance of purity that 
ever exiſted on earth, was frequently 
ſaluted by way of eminence, in refe- 
tence to him; Son of David ] fo illuſ- 
trious, that on the death of the late 


king of Great Britain, many / ſermons 


were preached and publiſhed, in which 


"I parallels are drawn betwixt him and 


this ſtandard of - piety, in order to 
juſtify encomiums on the former, by. 
declaring how neatly he reſembled the. 
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In what” manner David firſt ac- 
quired, and has ever fince maintained, 


this extraordinary reputation, is not 
difficult to deduce : he was advaniced; 
by an enraged prophet, from obſcuti- 


ty to the Hebrew throne ; and taught 


by the fate of the unhappy monarch 
who was raiſed in the ſame manner, 
whom he ſupplanted, and whoſe fa- 
mily he cruſhed ; he prudently at- 
tached himſelf to the cauſe of his pa- 
trons, and they were the trumpeters 
of his fame. The ſame order of men, 
true to their common cauſe, have con- 


tinued to found the praiſe of this 


church-hero from generation to genera- 
tion, unto the preſent time: in like man- 


ner the grand violator of the Engliſh 
5 B con- 


| 
| 
1 
1 
| 
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conſtitution ed the epithet of 
* Ae. | | 


; A new Fe? 1 mad how- 
ever into David's claim to ſanctity, 
which, notwithſtanding a very learned 
defence of him, turned out ſo greatly 
to his diſhonour; the ſcene has been 
ſhifted by a few whoſe ſenſe has over- 
balanced their bigotry by two or three 
ſeruples. Some ſuch, like Sheba of 
eld, blow the trumpet and cry, Me 
have no part in David, neither have 
we inheritance in the fon of Fefſe | in 
this manner have ſome clerical wea- 
ther-cocks veered about to an oppoſite 


point of the compaſs; and David who 
ern has been conſidered as a man 


Who 
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who did that which was right in the 
eyes of the Lord, and turned not afide 
from any thing that he commanded him 
all the days of Bis life, ſave only in the 
matter of Uriah the Hittite, has by 
one ſtroke of politics been reſigned to 
the mercy of his detectors; and the im- 
portance of the detection endeavoured 
to be annihilated, as the eaſier taſk : 
all which appears with rather an itt 
grace, at a time when it is s manifeſtly 
extarted, 


Thus much being premiſed relating 
to the conduct of the champions for 
orthodoxy, on the occaſion of this 
little quib which has produced ſo 


much buſlle in the clerical hives, pro- 
B 2 ceed 


r PREFACE: 
ceed we to ſay ſomething of the tract 
itſelf. f 


he intention was, without any re- 
gard to remote objects, or heed of 
future conſequences, which in fact 
ought never to be conſidered in in- 
veſtigating any point; to give a fair 
undiſguiſed narrative of the life and 
tranſactions of David king of Iſrael. 


This however was not ſo eaſy to 
perform, as it was to project: from 
three difficulties which impeded the 
execution. 


I. It is not eaſy to conquer the early 
prejudices of education in favour of 
the hebrew nation; which the careful 
2585 incul- 
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inculcation of their ſtory during our 
infancy hinders our ſeeing in a proper 
light : ſo that relations which might 
ſhock humanity in what is called pro- 
phane hiſtory, are read without any 


emotion but that of reverence, in bis. 
This miſconception is in great meaſure 


aſſiſled 


II. By their Hiſtory being written 
by themſelves : ny difficult to be cor- + 
TOW, 


III. By the broken unconnected 
manner in which it is tranſmitted down 
to us: which renders it impoſſible to 
give a compleat narrative of any pe- | 
riod in it. 


b 5 "i 3 A com- 
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which . little attention to conimon 
ſenſe enabled the author. to extend to 
every nation under heaven as the ob- 
jects of it, relieved him from the firſt 
of theſe difficulties : to overcome. the 
other two, he has aſlutned the liberty 


of giving bis ſenſe to what appears 
dark, or miſrepreſented; which he 
hopes will not be denicd him, ſo long 
as it is not found that a forced con- 
ſtruction is put upon any thing cited: 
or that it is repteſented in any other 
light than what it naturally appears in, 
when conſidered with che freedom, 
which it is our duty to uſe in the exa- 
mination of every hiſtorical record. 


And 
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And leſt it ſhould be imagined that 
too great liberties ate taken with the 
biblical writers; it may not be amiſs 
to mention once for all, that innumer- 
able inſtances might be produced, to 
ſhewy that the authority of the Lord, 
ſo continually quoted to ſanctify every 
tranſaction related; conſtituted for 0 
moſt part, nothing more than national 
phraſes; which obtained univerſally 
among ſo bigotted a people as on all 
occaſions the Jews appear to have been: 
one twelfth part of whom were appro- 
priated to the prieſthood! A phraſeo- 
logy in ſome mtaſure fimilar obtained _ 
in England, at that time, when ſhunning 
the cruel talons of papacy,” the people 
ruſhed into the jaws of wild enthuſiaſm. 

B 4 That 
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That the ſenſe in which the acts of 
David are here underſtood, is the moſt 
obvious and natural, appears from the 
amazing pains it has occaſioned his 
champions, to force another upon them. 
Of this, the life of David, by Dr. De- 
lany, is a moſt remarkable inſtance ; 
but whoſe groſs palliations, puerile 
| conjectures, and mean ſhifts, to which 

he has been driven, prove the diffi- 
culty of the taſk ; while they are too 
frivolous to bias any, but the moſt Ca- 
tholic believers. 


Mr. Stackhouſe, in his Hiſtory of 
the Bible, has urged arguments againſt 
particular paſſages, under the title of 
ObjeHions ; ſo cogent, that bis anſwers 
{558 h 58 to, 
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to, certainly could not be ald 
even to himſelf, 


Dr. Chandler has lately added his 
name to the liſt of David's apologiſts, 
Strange! that fo holy a king ſhould 
need the exertion of ſo much- learned 
and critica] dexterity, to eſtabliſh his 
fame for goodneſs of heart! This 
gentleman's performance which was 
publiſhed as a reply to the firſt edition 
of the preſent work, is a very extra- 
ordinary piece; and ſhews that great 
learning is no ſecurity for ſound- 
neſs of judgment. The Doctor's book 
has been conſidered in a letter ad- 
drefled to him, and publiſhed ſepa- 


rately; to which the reader is re- 
ferred 
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ferred for an examination into the 
merits of his arguments. In anſwering 
the Doctor, new lights opened on many 
occurrences, Which, as far as they 
could be detached from that particular 
controverly, are taken into the preſent 
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nk firſt eftabliſument of regal go- 
: DN among th> Hebrews, was 

occaſioned by the corrupt admini- 
* ed, ſtration of Joel and Abiah, the two | 
ſons of Samuel ; whom he had deputed to judge 
Iſrael in the decline of his life“. The people, 
exaſperated at the oppreſſion they laboured un- | 

der, 

2 F 


a 1 Sam. viii. 3+ # a»; 1. oſs 
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der, applied to Samuel for redreſs; teſtifying 
a” deſire to experience a different mode of go- 
vernment; by peremptorily demanding a King b. 
At this, however, Samuel was greatly diſpleaſed: 
not that his ſons had tyrannized over the people; 
for of that he takes no manner of notice; neither 
exculpating them, nor promiſing the people re- 
dreſs: his chagrin aroſe from this violent re- 
ſumption of the ſupream magiſtracy out of the 
bands of his family; a circumſtance, for which 
he expreſſes great reſentment . He conſults 
the Lord; and, not knowing elſe how the in- 
ſurreQion might terminate, in his name yields 
to their deſires; promiſing them a king, with 
vengeance to them . For, ſays the Lord, they 
have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me, 
that I ſhould not reign over them *, The people 
nevertheleſs, reſolving to free themſelves from 
ara 16 ens at the hazard ol the threatned 


| Judgments, 


a. 
OP EI en re 


d Sam. viii. 5. Ver. 6, S. ver 11, &c. 
© Ver. 7. compared with Ch. ix. 16. Ch. x. 1, 
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them vain, applied to Samuel as a prophet f,- 
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judgments, obſtinately perſiſted in their de- 
mand, and diſperſed not without a promiſe of 


compliance. 


Samuel to all outward appearance choſe the 
moſt impartial method that could be of electing 
a king; which was by lot, from among the 
people aſſembled by tribes : but, prudently 
pitches upon his man, previous to the election; 
the whole tenor of his conduct manifeſting that 
he intended to give them a king, in name; but 
ſtill to retain the ſupream authority in his own 
hands, by chuſing one who ſhould continue ſub- 
ordinate to his dictates. Oppoftunely for his 
purpoſe, a young countryman named Saul, hav- 
ing rambled about to ſeek his father's aſſes, 
which had ſtrayed; and finding all ſearch aſter 


with a fee in his band, to gain IE of 
his beaſts. 
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We gather from. ſeveral paſſages in J ewiſh 
hiſtory that there were ſeminaries of prophets, 
i. e. the univerſities of the times; where youth 
were treined up to the myſtery of prophoſying. 
We ſind there | wore. falſe prophets, Non-con- 
foxmiſts, not of the eſtabliſhment ; we God that 
eren the true ones were liable to be impoſed on 
by their brethren, &; and we find moreover, by 
this inſtance, that prophets did not diſdain to 
give  afiftance in their prophetical character, 
gongerning domeſtic matters, for reafonable gra» 
tuities. A chief among the prophets, ane who 
had been 2. judge over Iſrael, is applicd to, in 


a, pecuniary V. *** zen n 
din 
1 


1 Kings A. 28. Joſephus is less. 

d Pretenſions to divination continue to this day: 
though in the opinion of Reformed Churches all 
prophecying and miracles have long fince ceaſed. 
Theſe modern prophets are drolty ridiculed by our 


* has been faid that this is the * — 5 — 
recorded of a prophet being applied to for pur» 
poſes of this nature; but it appears, that it was 
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Or diq importances repair. 

_ When braſs or pewter, hap to ftray, . 
O linen ſinks out of the way; 
' When gesſi and pullen are ſedu'd, 


facetious countryman Butler in the perſon of Sydro- 
phel, a dealer 


— e dark coun, 
Whe ſage opinions of the moon t,, 
To whom all pequie far and near, 


Hnd ſows of ſacking pigs are ch,, 


Aud need th opinion of phyſician; 


When murrain reigns in hogs or H 
Aud chickens languiſb of the pip. rs „ fy 4 


bes yeg/t and outward means da fail, _ 

Had have no pow'r to work on ale; ; 

When butter does refuſe to come, 

And lows proves croſs and humourſome > 
Fo him with queſtions and with urine, 


They for diſcov/ry flock, or curing. 
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uſual for men to have recourſe to prophets ; and 
that the phraſe was—come, and let us go to the 
Seer i: and that prophetical intelligence uſed to be 
paid for, is evident from the enquiry between 
Saul and his ſervant, v . _— to 


vaß bin 


But, to proceed: Saul not only found his 
aſſes, but a kingdom into the bargain ; and had 
the ſpirit of the Lord given to him i; which we 
find taken away * again, when he proved untrac- 
table : though it ſeems ſomewhat odd, how he 
could poflibly prove diſobedient, while he aQed 
under the influence of this divine Spirit | For, 
the poſlibility being admitted, the advantage of 


Inſpiration is difficult to be conceived | 


After Samuel had in private - anointed Saul 
king, and told bim his aſſes were already found, 
he diſmiſſed him for the preſent. He then aſ- 

2 ſembled 


8 N © 


— — — — — 


1 1 Sam. ix. 9. * Ver. 7.8. 1 Ch. x. 6. 
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ſembled the people for the election of a king: 
at which aſſembly, behold, the lot fell on the 
tribe of Benjamin; and in that, on the family 
of Matri; and finally on Saul the Son of Kiſh v. 
An election ſomewhat reſembling confiſtories for 
the appointment of biſhops; where the perſon 


being previouſly fixed on, God is ſolemnly prayed 


de fer a 00 of their choice.) 1 „h 799 


Wee en be to give a detail of the 
reign of king Saul ; the notice hitherto taken of 


him being meerly becauſe the life of David could 


not be properly introduced without mentioning 
the alteration of government, and the manner 
in which "monarchy was eſtabliſhed in Iſrael : 
fince Samuel's diſappointment in Saul, naturally 
leads to his ſimilar choice of David. 


6 The Tiſobedience of Saul, in daring to ſa- 


 crifice without his patron the prophet , who 


C x failed 


1 
* _— — 


— — 


8 Ch. X. 20. 21. 7 Ch. Mü. $14. 
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failed of coming according to his appointment ; 


and his lenity and prudence, in ſparing the kiog, 
and ſome cattle, from a nation which Samuel in 
the name. of the Lord bad commanded him ut- 
terly to extirpate 4; irrecoverably loſt him the 
_ favour of this imperious inexorable prophet : and 
in the end produced the miſerable doſtruction 
not only of himſelf, but of his family : which 
will occaſion no ſurprize, when we conſider the 
abſaluts dominion and aſcendency which the 
Jewiſh prieſts maintained over this ignorant ſu- 
in the Levitieal La enlarged and ſtrengthened. 


We are not to imagine that the ſparing 
Agag, king of the Amalekites, was the only 
cauſe of this rupture between him and Samuel. 
For we may gather from other parts of his 
hiſtory, that Saul, was. not over-well affected 

© toward his patrons the Levites *; in ſubjection 
: | 0 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


od 


— — 
* — 


— * 


4 1 Sam, xv. 3» * Ch. xii. 18, 19. xxvili. 9. 
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man, he haughtily avowed an intention of de- 
poſing him “; and ordering Agag to be brought 
into his witines; he hewed him in pleces— 
_m_ the Lord *, , 


We now come to the Hero of the Hiſtory, 


1 purſuance of his intention to make another. 
king, Samuel went under the pretence of a. ſa- 


 erifice, and anointed another country youth. , 
which was David the youngeſt fon of Jeſſe, the 
Beth-Jehemite ; and gave him the Spirit of che 
Lord, which: he had-juſt taken from poor Saul. 
The king in the mean time reflefting on the pre- 
cariouſneſs of his ſituation, now that the prieſts, 
on the part of Samuel, were ineenſed againſt 


him; and well knowing their influence among 


97 C 2 mind, 


1 — 


dam. xiii. 14. xv. 26, 28. Ver. 33. 
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to whom ne had to much ſpirit to continue. 
vr quickly perceived he had miſtakem his 


his ſubjetts, fell into a melancholy digeder of. 


, 
* 
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mind , which his n e were unebie to 
remove *, | 


This was, artfully made the occaſion of in- 
| troducing David to court. : The king was ad- 
viſed to divert himſelf with muſic ; and David 
was contrived to be recommended to him for his 
ſkill on the harp 7, Saul accordingly ſent to 
| Jeſle, to requeſt his ſon ; which was immediately 
complied with: and David was detained at 
court, in the capacity of the king s armour- 
bearer *, 


Here the tory *** to grow l 1 
yond lay-ſkill to reconcile. A war with the 
Philiſtines is abruptly introduced; in the midft 
of the relation of which, we are as abruptly in- 
formed that David returned from Saul to feed 
his father's ſheep * again: from whence his fa- 
ther ſent him with proviſions for his brothers, 

w_ 


— — 3 
* 1 Sam. xvi. 14. » Joſephas.  ' 1 Sam. 
#vi. 18, 2 Ver. 1. Ch. xvii. 15. 
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who were in the army d. What can be thought 
of this? Jeſſe hardly recalled his ſon from the 
honourable poſt of armour- bearer to the king 
it is not likely that he was turned off, ſince we 
afterward find him playing on the harp to the 
king, as before ©; neither was it proper employ- 
ment for the king's armour- bearer to be feeding 
ſheep, when the army was in the field, and his 
majeſty with them in perſon! Why—the moſt 
eaſy method, is to take it as we find it;; to ſup- 
poſe it ts be right, and go Ds on with 
* q 


Tn the Philiſtine army was a man of extra- 
ordinary ſize, named Goliah; who came out 
of their camp, day by day, challenging and de- 
fying any one among the Hebrews to ſingle com- 
bat, and to reſt the deciſion of their quarref upon 
the event: an offer, which no one among the 
WAS was hitherto found hardy enough to 
{PUBL C 3 accept. 


* * wk ef IE OI . _—— -><— «ay 
* 


BY — — 


——— » 


CY $5 


=. 


Ke 1 Sam, and 17. © Ch. viii. 16. 


22 THE HISTORY OF THE MAN 


| accept . David is ſaid to have arrived at the 
army juſt as it was forming for engagement; at 
which time the giant advanced as before, with 
gepraachful menaces : and after having enquired 
carefully concerning what reward would be given 
to the conqueror of this giant, and learning that 
great riches and the king's daughter were to be 
the prizes of conqueſt; David courageouſly-de- 
<lared before Saul, his acceptance of the ichal- 
lenge '*, notwithſtanding the contempt with 
which his offer had been treate. 


Saul, relying on the youth's ardour, and af- 
ſurance of victory; girded his own armour. on 
him * : but David put it off again, truſting en- 
tirely to a pouch of ſtones, and his own ſxill in 


and ſtamped what would otherwiſe have been 


deemed a raſh undertaking, with a more re- 
ſpectable name: W 


a ſtone; 


”_ 


i 0 — ay ay ew gant m— 
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« tone; then ran in upon him, cut his head tif 
with his own ſword, and brought it trivumphantly 
to the King of Iirael*. The conſequence was, 
the defeat of the Philiſtines. f 


lere we meet with mother ſtumbling block. 
For, though Saul, as has already been obſerved, 
bad ſent to Jeſſe expreſely for his ſon David ; 
though. David bad played to him on the tharp3 
though Saul had again ſent to Jeſſe, to deſire that 
David might be permitted to ſtay: with bim; and 
in conſequence of this, had given bim a military 
appointment about his perſon; though he had 
now a freſh canference with him ; had uſt put 
bis own ſuit of armour on him; and though all 
theſe occurrences muſt have happened withia a 
ſmall (pace of time; yet, his memory is made 
{ot fail him on a ſudden, that he knew aothing = 
either of Davidg/ pr. his ,pareptage || but while 


Did Want 4D net abe giant, he pnquired of 
= 059% C4 others 
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others who proved as ignorant as himſelf, whoſe 
fon i the firipling was? This ſtumbling block 
muſt likewiſe be ſtepped over, for it is not re- 
moveable. 


The reputation which this gallant action pro- 
cured to David, ſoon gained him advancement 
in the army, and a warm friendſhip with Saul's 
ſon, Jonathan *. But the inordinate acclama- 
tions of the people, on account of the death of 
the Philiſtine giant, Saul hath Hain his thouſands 
and David his ten thouſands *; a rhodomontade 
out of meafure extravagant, when we compare 
the two ſubjects of the contraſt ; juſtly oecaſion- 
ed Saul to view David with'a jealous eye. We 
have all the reaſon in the world to believe that 
Samuel and the prieſts made every poſſible ad- 
vantage of an adventure ſo fortunate for their 
intended king, to improve his growing popu- 
lerity j which even at its dutfet had ſo- far ex- 

219410 > ' © ceeded 


i 1 Sam, xvii. 554 Ch. vii. 3. 1 Ver. 7. 
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ceeded all bounds of decency: What, ſaid Saut, 
can be have more but the kingdom ® and we 
may therefore conclude that the king ſaw 
enough to alarm him; for we are told, that 
Saul eyed David from that day and forward ®. 
Thus we find that on the day following, while 
David played as uſual on bis harp before Saul, 
the king caſt a javelin at him *: which David 
avoided. Saul then made him captain over a 
thouſand ; faying, let nat mine hand be upon dim, 
but let the band of the Pbiliſtinet be upon? bim 
an expreſſion however which, is evidently put 
into Saul's mouth; ſince it is impoſſible he could 
have made uſe of it openly. | He made him 
the offer of his daughter Merab for his wife ; | 
in conſequence of the defeat, of Goliah; but 
ſhe, we know not why, was given to another ; 
afterward: he gave him Michal: and David's 
% n this. occaſion was incomparably 


w 
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well ated; he knowing himſelf, at the ſame 
* er be 3 2 W 
$a upon eh concluding it dangerous 
to execute any open act of violence againſt this 
young hero, politically hoped to enſnare him, 
by exalting him high in favour 3 or to get rid of 
him by putting him upon his mettle, in perform- 
ing feats, of valour: for a deficiency of courage 
is not to be numbered among David's faults. 
It was with this view, that the king yet required 
of him, an hundred Philiſtine foreſkins *, as the 
condition of becoming his ſon- in-law, . pro- 
duced double the number in full tale 


; "This. demand, after David Pho 
- pndy unjuſt, but alſo, even making allowances 


_ tor Hebrew cuſtoms, very ridiculouſly expreſſed. 
11.3% | (neck It 
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It moſt haue been a plorious fight to have ſeen 
David bring the foreſkins to king Saul, ſtrung 
perhaps on a piece of pack-thread, and dangling 
in his hand; or thrown a-croſs his ſhoulders 
like a ſaſh! and if Mifs Michal was preſent, 
how muſt her pretty little heart exult when the 


required number being told off, as a Ry 
juan AI KA os 


"David Gill advanced in his military * a 
tion; and met with a powerful advocate in the 
perſon of Jonathan, his brother-in-law and faith- 
ful friend; who effected a temporary reconcilia- 
tion between him and Saul “: at which time 
Saul ſwore he would no mote attempt his life. 
Nevertheleſs, whether it was that he could not 
get the. better of his jealouſy ; or that he diſ- 
covered more than is tranſmitted down to us, 
we know not; conſequences incline us to the 


laſt conjeRire ; Saul made two more attempts to 
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kill him *; from one of which he was protected 
by his wife Michal.;, and finding it not ſafe to 
ſtay at court, he fled' to Samuel in Ramah 7, 
Hither Saul ſent meſſengers to apprehend him *; 
but theſe it ſeems, ſeeing Samuel preſiding over 
a company, of prophets and propheſying, were 
ſeized with a ſpirit of propheſying alſo-; and not 
only ſo, but 'it is related that Saul finding this, 
went at laſt himſelf, to juſt the ſame purpoſe; 
for he likewife propheſied *, ſtripping off his 
cloaths, in which ridiculous condition he con- 
tinued for « day and a Wight: : 


This is an extteam odd relation! That the 
folemn appearance of an aſſembly of prophets, 
preſided over. by a perſon ſo reſpectable, and 
heretofore of ſuch great authority in Judea, might 
influence in an extraordinary manner perſons en- 
truſted with a commiſſion to apprehend or kil 
| * man, patroniſed by theſe prophets, exhibits 
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nothing wonderful: they might eaſily perhaps 
be propheſied out of their errand; and might 
then propheſy in concert. Propheſy is a vague 
term, not always limited to the prediction of 
ſuture events; the extempore preaching of many 
diſſenters, and the diſcourſes of the Quikers, 
who profeſs to ſpeak as the Spirit gives them 
utterance ;' ſeem to come under the term pro- 
phecy. © Theſe perſons can work themſelves 
and others into ſuch fits of enthuſiaſtic intoxi- 
cation, that they believe themſelves agitated by 
fupernatural influence. Such might be the pro- 
pheſying here mentioned. But Saul propheſied! 
fo it is ſaid. Had the ſubject of Saul's prophe- 
ſying been tranſmitted down to us, it might have 
greatly illuſtrated this paſſage in the hiſtory ; but 
no, he is barely ſaid to have propheſied; and we 
are prudently left to gueſs what. Being thus 
at liberty, we among other expoſitors may eaſily 
ſurmiſe what he might take for his text, and 
what was the general tenor of his diſcourſes, on 
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. Afterward David had a private interview 
with Jonathan; foe he durſt not venture to ap- 
pear at court. At this meeting, Jonathan, who 
had conceived too great an affection for this man, 


and was at length ſeduced: by him from the. duty 


and allegiance which he owed to his father and 
king, ſolemnly promiſed © that he would. ſound 
his father's intentions on the next day, which 


being the feſtiyal of the new moon, David's at- 


tendance was expected at the king's table; 2 
that he would warn him of any danger inte 
him. David lay hid in a field uatil — 
brought him the required intelligence; and when 
the king enquired concerning him, Jonathan, as 
had been before concerted, ſaid that he had re- 
queſted leave to go and perform a family. facri- 
fice, at Beth- lehem. Saul's . reply . on. this oc- 
caſion i is very pertinent, and ſhews his antipathy 
to David not to have been the cauſeleſs inve- 
teracy, o of a diſordered mind, —  Thew Saul an- 
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ger was kindled againſt Fonathan, and be ſasd 
ne him, Thou ſon of the perverſe rebellions wo 
man, do not I know thut thaw haſt choſen the ſon 
of Fefſe ta' thine own confufion,, and unto the con- 
fufian of thy mather's nakedneſs * For as long as 
the ſon of Feſſe livetii upon the ground, hau. ſhalt 
nt be eſtabliſhed, nor thy kingdom : wherefore nou 
SING him unte me, for he ſhalt farely 
die . Jonathan expoſtulated wick his father, 
a ad ein hed ein fr i c. 


David being e. * to agree- 
ment, of the king's. diſpoſition toward bim, re- 
2 to Abimelech the high prieſt, at the city of 
Nob f: who treated him with ſhew-bread,, and 
armed him with the ſword of Goliah; which had 
been hung, up and conſecrated to God s. 


We may confider David's reſuming this word, 

after its dedication as a religious trophy, what- 

ever gloſs may be put on his interview with Abi- 
3089's 1o 0 - _  midlech,. 


K 
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. 30, 3l. Joſephus in loch. Ver. 33. 
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melech, to be a clear manifeſtation of hoſtile in- 


nity to prepare. Thus accoutred, he fled out of 


reached our times. Here David appears to diſ- 


ſered ſor it; had not be made uſe of a ſtratagem 


tentions, or a declaration of war againſt his father- 
in-law; for which he now took the firſt opportu- 


Judea, toAchiſh, king of Gath® ; intending, as we 
have good reaſon to believe, to enter into a treaty of 
alliance with him againſt the Hebrews ; but the 
popular cry was againſt him before he accom- 
pliſhed any thing: or at leaſt any thing that has 


advantage in point of policy: for though his car. 
rying with him the ſword of Goliah, was artful 
enough, and likely to collect followers, in Judea; 
ſince it was a continual witneſs of that proweſs, 
which had gained him ſuch extraordinary repu- 
tation : yet for him under this circumſtance, to 
throw himſelf into the power of the Philiſtines; 
among thoſe very people, from'whoſe champion 
he had raviſhed that ſword / was the higheſt im- 
prudence | and we perceive he might have ſuf- 


t 


M4 „ SO 
— i 3 


9 
„ —— — 


1 Sam. xxi; 10. ei 


s 3 85 


AFTER GOD's OWN HEART. 23 
to procure his releaſe, which he effected by acting 


the madman .- Mankind ſeems to have been 


very eaſily impoſed on in thoſe days! 


David now thinking it time openly to avow 
his deſign of diſputing the crown with Saul, went 


to a cave called Adullam: which he/ appointed 


the place of rendezvous for his Partiſans. Here 


we are told he collected together a company of, 
_ debtors, vagrants, and diſaffected perſons; to the 


number of four bundredz and opened his re- 


| bellion, by putting himſelf at the head of this body 


of men *: men whoſe deſperate ſituations under 
the government in being, rendered them fit agents 


todiſturbit; and proved the ſureſt bond to connect 


them. to a partiſan thus embarked in an enterpriſe 


- agaiaſt it.  Hither alſo came to him his father 


and all his brethren : and the firſt movement that 
he made, was to go to the king of Moab, to 


he knew the event of his enterprize ', 
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obtain, a retreat for his father and mother, until 


* By 
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By the advice of the prophet Gad, David 
next marched into the land of Judah u: Gad, 
no doubt hoped that as the young adventurer 
was of that tribe, he would there meet with 
conſiderable reinforcement. When Saul heard 
of this inſurrection, he pathetically laments bis 
misfortune to thoſe about him; that they, and 
even his ſon Jonathan, fhould conſpire againſt 
bim a. Then ſtarted up one Doeg, an Edomite, 
who informed Saul, that he had feen David 
harboured by the prieſts in Nob . Upon this, 
Saul ſummoned all thoſe belonging ta that city, 
before him, with Abimelech their chief; who 
began to excuſe himſelf as well as he could: but 
of Samuel, concerning the affair of king Agag v; 
and confidering theſe prieſts as traitors from this 
corroborating evidence againft them, he com- 
mande& them all to be ſlain, to the number of 


3 1 * 2 - „ * - 5 
-_ 8 W JOE = __—_—. 1 „* oy % —— — — 
oY: * 11 


= 1 Sam. xxii. 5. Ver. 7, 8. Ver. 9. 
ch. mk 1. . 26. mw —n 
| | x >: 4x M80 3-7 


AFTER GOD's OWN HEART: 23 
eighty-five perſons. 2. Moreover, agreeable to 
the barbarous uſage of that nation, the maſſacre 


included the whole city of Nob, man and beaſt, 
young and old, without Wr , h 


| Though the king's rage in this. inflance ex- 
ceeded not only the bounds of humanity, but 
alſo of good policy; it nevertheleſs ſerves to 
ſhew how deeply the prieſts were concerned in 
the rebellion of David; ſince he could not be 
mad enough to commit ſo flagrant an act, with- 
out ſome colourable pretence : and ſhews alſo ' 
that Saul had not ſo great an opinion of their 
holineſs, as we, at this diſtance of time, are, by 
their own annals, inſtructed to have. Had Saul 
been more implicit ; he might have enjoyed the 
name” of King, have continued the dupe of the 
D 2 | Nn. | 


— —_— _ 
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1 Ch, xxii. 16. 17. 18. 1 Sam, Ali. 19. 

In fo ſmall a territory as Judea, the difference 
between the king and bis ſon-in-law, ſo popular a 
man, could. not. be unknown. to-perſons. in.any meaſure 
removed from the vulgar. Therefore Abimelech's 
pleas of urence did not deſerve ere qt. 
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prieſts, have died in peace; and his children 
have ſucceeded quietly to the inheritance. But, 


"7 Gods / what bavoc i does — male 
Among your works / 


During this time, David reſcued the city of 
Keilah from the Philiſtines *, who were beſieging 
it, hoping to make it a varriſon for himſelf, 
But upon the approach of Saul, not thinking 


himſelf able to maintain it, being as yet but ſix 


hundred ſtrong; and not chuſing to confide in 
the inhabitants; whoſe loyalty, even his recent 
kindneſs to them, could not corrupt: he there. 


fore abandoned it, and retired to the wilderneſs . 


This paſſage alone is amply ſufficient to confirm 


the reality of David's rebellious intentions : it is 


therefore worth analyſing. That he delivered 
this city from the depredations of the Philiſtines, 


and that by this action he hoped to purchaſe the 


. of the as, are acknowledged : 
* 
the 
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che uſe to which he intended to convert this friend- 
ſhip, is the point to be aſcertained. Saul was ad- 
vancing to ſuppreſs him. Had he ſeduced them 
from their allegiance, and obtained the expected 
protection, he would have deprived Saul of this 
city; which city might have been conſidered aa 


a garriſon, The old plea of his providing only 
for his perſonal ſafety, againſt his malignant per- 


ſecutor, has often been urged : But, his intended 


retention of a city to ſecure that ſafety, was a 
flagrant rebellious intention. Had he gained this 
one city, as his. ſtrength increaſed, he would 
'have concluded as many more as he could have 
procured, neceſſary for, his preſervation ; z until 
he had monopolized the whole country, agreeable 
to the grant of Samuel, which would then have 


Juſtified the uſurpation. But diſappointed in the 


firſt ſep by the loyalty, miſcalled treachery, of the 
Reilites, he evacuated the town, having loſt the 


recompenſe of his labour, and with his men 
: went whitherſocver they could go v. In the wilder- 


R ne's 
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Tiſtines : After repelling the invaders, Saul how- 


choſen men. At this place we are told of an 


neſs Jonathan dame privately to fee bim, and 
Pioulſly engages in the cauſe againſt his own 
dather, by covenant; in which it was agreed, 
what if [David ſucceeded, of which Jonathan is 
wery confident, be was to be à partaker * of his 
goed fortune: but as Jonathan was not to join 


— Sos guts, 


Saul having received 8 of David's 
retreats, purſyed him from place to place; until 
he was called off by news of an invaſion of the 
land by the Philiſtines 7: whether of David's 


Procuring or not, we are uncertain: thus much 


is certain, and does nat diſcredit the ſuppoſition; 
that he quickly after took refuge among thoſe Phi- 


ever returned to the wilderneſs of En-gedi, 
in purſuit of David; with three thouſand 


odd adventure which put the life of Saul ſtrangely 
into the power of David. He turned in to re- 


pen poſe 


— 
— * — — 44 
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| have ſome refreſhment likewiſe. 
ol the night when the man awaked, ſurprized at finding 


| was; „ rene 1 am Ruth, thine band- 


Sac ihe 
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poſe himſelf * alone, in a cave, wherein at that 


ny time David and his myrmidons were ſe- 
D 4 creted. 


PR oO TT erer _ * 1 — 
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*The words are, 7 cover his feet : which ſoſe- 
phus and others, miſtake to mean that be retired 
into the cave, to caſe nature. But in Judges iii. 24- 
we find that expreſſion to imply that the ſervants f 
Eglon king of Moab, ſuppoſed their maſter to have 
locked himſelf in, to repoſe himſelf with ſleep, in 
his fommer-chamber. This is farther corroborated 
in Ruth iii. 7. where, when Boaz had eaten his 
ſapper, he lay down on a heap of corn, doabtleſs to 


| take bis reſt. Ruth, by her mother's inftruQtion, 


went, ancovered his feet, and lay down by him; to 
For in the middle 


an unexpected bed-fellow, and demanded who the 


In the preſent inſtance, it is evident Saul ſlept in 


| the cave; as he diſcovered not the operation that had 


him to apprize him thereof. 
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creted *, This one would imagine to have been 
a fine opportunity for him to have given a- 
| finiſhing ſtroke to his fortune, by killing Saul, 

and jumping into the throne at once. But 
David knew better what he was about, than to- 
act ſo raſnly. He could entertain no hopes that 
the Jews would receive for their king, a man 
who with ſuch great ſeeming holineſs, ſhould: 
imbrue his hands in the blood of the Lord's 
anointed. . Beſide, what evidently deſtroys the 
boaſted merit of David's forbearance toward 
Saul, in this inſtance, is an obvious, though 
overlooked conſideration: that compared with 
David, Saul had a ſtrong army with him; and 
had the king been miſſing, had he been obſerved 
to enter the cave without coming out again; and 
upon ſearch had he been there found murdered | 
there would not have eſcaped of all that per- 
tained to David, any that piſſed againſt the wall, 
Of this, David could not be inſenſible; and 
therefore only . cut a the ſkirt of Saul's 
robe; 
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robe d; and ſuffered him to depart in peace. 
When the king was gone out from the cave, 
David calls after him, and artfully makes a merit 
vf his forbearance, proteſting an innocency, to 
which his being in arms was, however, a flat 


contradiction. Saul freely and gratefully. ac- 


knowledges himſelf indebted to him for his life, 
and ſeems ſo well convinced. of his own pre- 
carious ſituation, that he candidly confeſſes it; 
only tying him down by an oath *, not to deſtroy 
his children after him. An obligation which, in 
due time, we ſhall ſee in what manner remem- 
bered and fulfilled by David. 


Saul muſt certainly have been greatly fatigued, | 


or ſtrangely overſeen, to have let David catch 
him at ſo great à diſadvantage : a conduct not 
uſual with good generals. Yet while we credit 
tze relation, the meanneſs of his reply to David's 
8 can be no otherwiſe accounted ſor. 
Saul does not appear to have wanted reſolution 
» V4 on 
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on other occaſions; but to acknowlege his 
-affrance that David would obtain the fovereign- 
"ty; and poorly to entreat a fugitive rebel in 
behalf of his family! is 'a conduct not even to 
be palliated, but upon the foregoing ſuppofrion. 
We muſt either candemn the general or the 
king: neither of which characters appear with 
extraordinary luſtre upon this occaſion. David 
on the other hand difſembles admirably here; 
- pretending to Saul, à great reverence for the 
Lord's anoimed ; though conſcious at the ſame 
time that Se was uſſo the Lord's anointed ; and 
anointed purpoſely to fuperſede the other Lord's 
anointed : and moreover, was at this very time 
aiming to put his election in force ! But as 
the people were not of his council; and he knew 
their great regard for religious ſanctions, it was 
certainly prudent in him, to ſet an example of 
. piety, in an inſtance, of which he hoped, in 
time, to reap the benefit n man | 
— 44 
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We next find our young adventurer acting : 
the chief character in a tragi-comedy, which 
will farther diſplay his title to the appellation of 
being a man after God's own heart. 


There dwelt than at. . a blunt rich ols 
farmer, whoſe name was Nabal. David hear- 
ing of him, and that he was at that time iſheep- 
ſhearing 3 ſent a detachment of his followers to 
levy a cuntribution upon bim /: making a merit 
of his forbearance in that he had not ſtolen his 
Heep, and murdered his ſhepherds 5. Nabal, 
who, to be ſure, was not the moſt courteous'man 
in the world ; upon receiving this extraordinary 

meſſage, gave them but a very indifferent reply, 
including a flat denial. be, ſays he, is David? 
and. who. it the ſon Jeſſe? there be many ſer- 
uauts now-4a-days that break away every man from 
bis mafler. Shall I then take my bread and my 
water, and any fleſh that I have tilled for my 
Haares, and gur it unto men, whom 1 hnow nat 
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whence they be? > Upon receiving this anſwer, 
David, without heſitation, directly formed his 
reſolution ; and arming himſelf with a number 
of his followers, vowed to butcher him, and all 
that belonged to him, before the next morning \, 
And how was this pious intention diverted ? 
Why, Abigail, the charming Abigail, Nabal's 
wife, refolved, unknown to her ſpouſe, to try 
the force of beauty, in mollifying this incenſed 
hero: whoſe diſpoſition for gMlantry, and warm 
regard for the fair ſex, was, probably not un- 
known at that time. Her own curioſity alſo 
might not be a little excited; for the ladies have 


at all times been univerſally fond of military 


gentlemen : no wonder therefore that Mrs. Abi- 
gail, the wife of a croſs country-clown, was 


willing to ſeize this opportunity of getting ac- 


quainted with Captain David. And this motire 


certainly had its force, ſince ſhe could not as yer | 


have known David's intention: We may obſerve 
| the was told of it by David at their meeting“. 
W. x 4 © ho 


— 


h I Sam. Xu. 410. 11. 1 Ver. 13.14.22. * Ver. 34. 


* 


Tu I OT EO ROTO OOO 


a BD 


AFTER GOD'S OWN HEART. 38 


She prepared a preſent, and went to David, 
ſaying very ſententiouſly—upon me, my Lord, 
upon me let this iniquity be : * judging very hu- 
manely, that could ſhe get him to transfer his 
revenge upon her, ſhe might poſſibly contrive to 
pacify him, without proceeding to diſagreeable 
extremities. Nor was ſhe wrong in her judg- 
ment; for we are told So David received of 
ber hand that which /he had brought bim, and 
faid unto her, go up in peace to thine houſe ; 

fee I have hearkened to thy voice, AND HAVE 
ACCEPTED THY .PERSON.”, But however 
ble this meeting might have been to Abi- 
gil we do not find that Nabal was ſo well, 
pleaſed with the compoſition his wife had mad 
for him; for when he came to underſtand ſo. 
much of the ſtory as ſhe choſe to inform him 


of; he gueſſed the remainder, broke his heart, 


and died in ten days afterward u: David — 


nine for the old 


ſellow's death, and then Way Abigail was pro-: 
moted 


r 
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moted ta-the honous of being, one of. the Cay- | 


tain's Ladies . 


We are now told another ſtory extreamly re- 
ſembling that of the. cave of En-gedi. Saul 
again purſues David with three thouſand. choſen. 
men; again ſell into his hands during, his ſleep; 
only that here David ſtole. upon him in his own 
camp; he ran away with the king's. ſpear and 
bottle. of water ; and Saul went back again. as 
wiſe as he came ?, 


Tue opinion of Monſ. Bayle ſeems moff pro- 
bable concerning this adventure; who looks 


upon it but as another detail of the former affair 


at En · gedĩi: and that, for very good reaſons. 
For, upon a comparifon of both, as laid down 
in the 23d, 24th, and-26th chapters of 1 Samuel, 
we may remark, | 


E That in each OY _e purſues He 
wink the fame: number of choſen men! 
lf | | II. That 


- oO —_ _— 2 


1 


— 


— ” ——_ 


| 0-3 San. XX; 3 Þ Ch. xavh 


q 


AFTER GOD. OWN. * 3 


H. That Both adventures Happened at or 


yery near the ſame place ! 


| II, That in, each ſtory, David comes upon 


Saul in much the ſame manner, with-holds 
his people from killing him, and contents him- 
ſelf with taking away a teſtimonial of the king's 
having been in his power! | 


I. That in the ſecond account, when David 
is pleading the injuſtice of Saul's perſecuting him, 
a he terms it; he does not ſtrengthen. his plea. 
by repreſenting, to him that this was the ſecond. 


tine 'of his ſparing him, when he had his life ſa 


entirely in his powes-! and that Saul's: purſuing. 
him this ſecond time, was a flagrant inſtance of 
opratitude after what had ee the far- 
anus | 13 Nis: S 2 


he acknowleges David's forbearance and mercy 
to Lp in (he preſent inſtance, makes no mention 


god 


1 
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of any former obligation of this Kind; although 
it was fo recent! and in the main circumſtance, 


ſo ſimilar ! 


VI. That the hiſtorian, who evidently in- 
tended to blacken the character of Saul, and 
whiten that of David; does not make the leak 
obſervation himſelf, in the ſecond narrative, of 
reference to the firſt ! 


Theſe reaſons prove beyond doubt that we are 
furnifhed with two relations of the ſame adven- 
ture. To account for the double record, and 
their variations, muſt be left to commentators, 
connectors, and harmonizers, who are uſed to 
re affairs w this nature. 


- David kong that with his preſept ſtrength, 
he was unable to maintain any footing in Judea; 
puts himſelf once more under the protection of 


Achiſh, king of Gath . ;Achiſh, who doe: 
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not appear to have been a very powerful prince, 
ſeemed to conſider David alone, ahd: David at 
the head of a little army, as two very different 
perſons : for he now aſſigned him a place named 
Ziklag, for a habitation; where he remained a 
yu — four months . 


* he n thoſe who 
entertain an opinion of David's lanRity,, would 
be apt to ſuppoſe he would here confine himſelf 
to agriculture, to compoſing pſalms, and to 
linging them to his harp : but David found em- 
ployment more ſuited to his genius. It is not 
intended here to be inſinuated that he might not 
portant buſineſs was to lead his men out to plunder 
the adjacent country, We have the names of 
ſome nations as they are called, but which muſt ? 
have been ſmall diſtin communities, like the 
preſent camps of wandering Moors and Arabs, 

over whom he extended his depredations : 
E theſe 
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theſe are the Geſhurites, the Gezrites, and the 
Amalekites . Of theſe people he made a total 
maſſacre, at thoſe places where he made his in- 
roads | _ ſaying, very prudently, 4% they ſhould 
tell of us, ſaying, ſo did David, and ſo will h. 
his manner, all the while he dwelleth in the country 
of the Philiflines *, After thus carefully en- 
deavouring to avoid detection, he brings his booty 
home, which conſiſted of all, which thoſe miſer- 
able victims poſſeſſed *®. He made preſents, of 
this, to his henefaQtor king Achiſh * ; who, de- 
; v4 ps ry peoerowengany way 
anſwered, againſt the ſouth of Judah, &c. in- 

tending by chis falfity to inſinuate to the king, 
bis averſion to his own country-men, and at- 
tachment to him. And Acbiſb believed David, 
ſaying, be hath made bis people 1frael utterly 
1% abbor bim;. therefore on \ ax Acker toad 


for ever 7, 
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The Philiſtines at this time callefted their 
forces together to attack the Iſraelites, To 
which fervice Achifh ſummoned David =, and 
met with a chearful compliance; farely, fays 
David, then halt know what thy ſervant can do 
He accordingly marched his adherents, with the 
troops of king Achiſh : but when the princes of 
the Philiſtines faw a' company of Hebrews in 
their army, they were much furpriſed, and 
queſtioned Achiſh concerning them. The ae- 
count which Achiſh gave of them, did not fa- 
tisfy the princes, who juſtly feared their captain 
might prove a dangerous auxitiary, Make this 
fellow return, ſaid they, that be may go again to 
the place which thou haft appointed him, and tet 
bim not go down with us to the bastle, le in the 
battle he be an adverſary to us: for wherewith 
flould he reconcile himſelf to his maſter P ſhould it 
not be with the heads of theſe men? David was 

22 - ccord- 
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accordingly diſmiſſed, very much mortified at 
their diſtruſt of him ©, 3 


Here now was a ſignal evidence of David's 
righteouſneſs l The Hebrews according to their 
own teſtimony underſtood themſelves to be the 
favourite people of God; and David is delivered 
down to us as a diſtinguiſhed character for piety 
among this - peculiarly eſteemed people. Yet 
could this very man without any heſitation freely 
join himſelf and company, to an army of uncir- 
cumciſed idolators, marching with hoſtile inten- 
tions againſt his countrymen ! His advocates in- 
deed pretend that had his offers been accepted, 
he would nevertheleſs have gone over to the 
Iſraelites at the commencement of the battle: 
. this is taking off the charge of one crime, by 
imputing to him another equally bad; a moſt 
. baſe act of treachery ! As however the Iſraelites, 
.on the foundation of their own intimacy with 


the Deity, thought they had no more obligations 
to 


wh 
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to a moral condu toward the Heathens, than. 
the Roman Catholics now imagine they have 
to keep faith with heretics ; theſe adyocates en- 
deavour to preſerve the piety of David's cha- 
rafter, at the expence of what David, according 
to this method of arguing, did extreamly well 
without, on all occaſions; namely Honeſty. 


Upon his return to Ziklag, he found that, 
during his abſence, the Amalekites had made re- 
priſals upon him; had burnt Ziklag; and had 
carried off all the women captives *. But in 
the relation, there is one remark well worth 
noting, which is, that they flew not any, either 


great or ſmall — ſo much more moderation had 


theſe poor heathens in their juſt revenge, than 
the enlightned David in his unprovoked inſult. 
If they came to avenge ſo ſavage an inſult, it 
ſhewed great conſideration in them to ſpare the 
innocent, the guilty being abſent: if they only 
came on the common principle of plunder, the 
E 3 bare 
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bare compariſon of the different treatment of the 
ſufferers in each inſtance, ſpeaks Torcibly with- 
out amplification. Upon this misfortune, his 
band began to mutiny ; and were on the point of 
- toning him; when he, who knew how to 
ſoothe them, enquired of the Lord what he ſhould 
do? and evaded their rage, by inſpiring them 
with a reſolution to purſue the Amalekites, and 
with the hopes of recovering all their loſſes. He, 
| therefore, with ſour hundred picked men, ſet out on 
the purſuit; and by the way found a ſtragler t who 
had fainted : after recovering him, they gained, 
by his means, intelligence of their rout. David 
came upon them unexpectedly, at a place where 
they were without apprettenſion, regaling them- 
ſelves after their ſucceſs : and though David's 
men recovered all they had loft, together with 
other booty; and found their wives and children 
unhurt; yet could not their captain reſiſt fo in- 
viting #n opportunity of gratifying his delight in 
e the Au and flaughter con- 
tinued 
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tinued from the twilight (we know not whether 
of the morning or evening) of one day, until the | 
evening of the next. None eſcaped a 
which rode upon camels . 5 


Of the ſpoil taken from theſe people, "David 
fent preſents to the elders of his own tribe of. 
Judah; and to all the places where David him- 
ſelf and his men were wont to haunt *, - By 
which means he kept them attached to his in- 

The diſpute between the Philiſtine and Hebrew 
armies, did not terminate but by the defeat of 
the latter, the death of Saul, and of three of 


his ſons ©, 


Such war the dps of Mind Self aan 


advanced from the humble ſtate of a ſhepherd, 


by the prophet Samuel, to be his deputy in the 
government of the Hebrew nation; under the 


nom name of king: a man, who, allowing 
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for the peculiar complexion of the people over 
whom he was placed; does nat, on the whole, 
ſeem to ſuffer by compariſon with any other king 
in the /ame hiſtory ; or whoſe character appears. 
to be ſtained with any conſpicuous fault, except 
that he was one degree leſs cruct than his haughty 
Patron : and was diſobedient enough to en- 
deavour to be in effect, what he was only in- 
tended to be in name. On the whole, he ap- 
pears to have been ſtrangely irreſolute and in- 
conſiſtent with himſelf; and is perhaps repre- 
ſented more fo than he might really have been: 
but the undertaking to render himſelf indepen- 
dent was an arduous taſk for one in his ſituation ; 
therefore his actions and profeſEons might ſome- 
times diſagree. However, it is impoſlible to 
argue from every expreſſion that may be pro- 
duced; we muſt form our judgment from leading 
events, and correſponcing expreſſions; and de- 
termine as they tally with probability. If Saul 
bianſelf; however he is repreſented as ſubſcribing 
to it, was really aſſured of David's deſtination to 
- ſuperſede him by Divine decree, there was no- 
6 thing 
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thing left for him but reſignation : Can man fight 
againſt God? ſince therefore his continual aim 
was to deſtroy David, it argues againſt this aſ- 
ſurance: and if Saul himſelf was mad, ſurely 
his ſoldiers were not : how came he to find an 
army as mad as himſelf, to perſecute the Lord's 


anoiated. 


We ſhall now have an opportunity to obſerve 
the conduct of our hero in a regal capacity. The 
death of Saul facilitated bis advancement to a 
ſovereignty, to which he had no pretenſion, ei- 
ther by the right of inheritance z which was 
claimed by Ich · boſheth, a remaining ſon of Saul; 
nor by popular election, which Saul himſelf had 
the ſhew of: but by the clandeſtine appoint- 
ment of an old prophet; which inſpired him with 
hopes, of which, by arms and intrigue, he at | 
length enjoyed the mien 


David had returned to Ziklag but two days, 
when on the third, there came to bim an Ama- 
lekite, who officiouſly informed him of the event 
of the battle between the Iſtaelites and Philiſtines, 

. He 
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| Hz owned himſelf to be the perſon who killed 
Saul, after his defeat, at his own requeſt: he 


Veing already wounded, He hoped to be well 
rewarded for his news, by David; - whoſe in- 
rentions were ſo well known, that he preſented 
Kim with Saul's crown and bracelet l. But alas, 
he knew not David, and periſhed in the expe- 
ziment: David ordering him to be killed for 
daring to lay the Lord's anointed ®, David's 
weatment of this Amalekite, is agreeable to the 
cuſtomary rules of politics; and has nothing 
therefore remarkable in it, farther than it is ren- 
dered fo by peculiar circumſtances. Saul was 
declared to be rejected by God, and David was 
the pretender to his throne ; it may therefore be 
imagined by ſome, that this man might have had 
ſome claim to his private gratitude, eſpecially 
conſidering the account the Amalekite gave of 
the matter. hes | | 


Who can help ſmiling at the relation of Da- 

vid's teating his cloaths off his back, and burſting 
2 | ; into 
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| into a ſorrowful lamentation for the death of 4 
man, to whoſe deſtruction he had lo freely e | 
to lend afliſtance but juſt defore ? | 


Upon this Aden of be David wed 
council of the Lord, was adviſed to leave Ziklag, 


and to go to Hebron, one of the cities of Judah; 
whither he and all his men repaired 2. There 
he pot his partiſans to anoint him king over Ju- 
dah ; at the ſame time that Abner, Saul's ge- 
neral, had, at Mahanaim, made Iſh-boſheth, 
Saul's ſon, king over Iſrael . It may be ve- 
marked here that David did not ſeem to claim 
in right of the ſacred union beſtowed on him 

long fince by Samuel. He realiſed his title in- 
| ted as foon as he could make it out; by the 
law of force. But if his divine title to che He- 
brew crown was univerſally known, and if, as 
has been urged, Ifh-boſherh had none at all, how 
came David's title not to be univerſa/ly acknow- 
leged ? Did only one tribe believe in it? Yet, 

David, 
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David, with the divine grant, was obliged to 
obtain the ſovereignty by arms and intrigue ! juſt 
for all the world like the wicked who attain their 
deſires by exactly the ſame means, to all external 
appearance. Upon this diviſion of the king- 
dom, a battle was fought at the pool of Gideon, 
between the army of Iſh-boſheth, commanded by 
general Abner; and that of David, headed 'by 
Joab : victory declared in favour of the latter, 
with ſmall Joſs on either ſide, except that Joab 
Joſt his brother Afabel, who was killed ons 
own hand ?. | 


We muſt here be content with general hints ; 
being only informed that there was long war be- 
tween the houſe of Saul and the bouſe of David : 
but David waxed ſtranger and ſtronger, and the 
houſe of Saul waxed weaker and weaker 2. What 
very much conduced to. this, was an ill-timed 
quarre] between king Iſh-boſheth and general 
Abner ; concerning one of faul $ concubines, 

with 
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with whom Abner had been too familiar : and 
dis reſentment of the notice taken of this amour, 
occaſioned a treaty to be negotiated between him 
and David, whom Abner. engaged to eſtabliſh 
over all Ifrael . David accepted his offer, but 
demanded as a preliminary, the reſtoration of 
his firſt wife, Michal * ; who, during the diſputes 
between him and Saul, had been eſpouſed to an- 
other . This demand he likewiſe made openly, 
by an expreſs meſſage to Iſh-boſheth ; who 
kindly. complied with it: the poor man who 
had ſince married her, * "_ weeping 
all the way *. 


It is impoſlible ang noting David's amorous 
diſpoſition here : which could not be content with 
fix wives, who bore him children *, (na mention 
of thoſe who did not) but was yet ſo warm, that 
it took the lead even in his moſt important con- 
cerns,-We will not pretend to aſſign the cauſe 

: of 
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of that ſad diforder, the ſymptoms of which are 
deſcribed in the 38th Pfalm. 


After Abner had traiterouſly endeavoured to 
advance the intereſt of David 7; he had an in- 
terview with him *; which, quickly after he 
returned, coming to the ears of Joab ; he, who 
does not appear to have been acquainted with the 
ſecret ſpring which actuated Abner's zeal for the 
| cauſe of David; repreſented to him the impru- 
dence of admitting a man among them, who to 
all appearance came only as a ſpy. Unknown 
to David, he ſent. for him back again, and pri- 
vately ſtabbed him, in revenge for the loſs of his 
brother Aſahel . This was a moſt baſe piece of 
treachery, worthy the ſervant of fuch a maſter : 
to aſſaſſinate a man in cool blood, in revenge 
for an'aQion'which was committed in the heat 
of battle; * ſelf-defence ; and even after fair 
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© Upon the murder of Abner, David again 
acts the mourner o; which has a greater proba- 
bility of being ſincere now, than when he grieved 
for the unhappy Saul ; becauſe the falſe Abner 
was preparing to do him eſſential ſervice, by be- 
traying his maſter's cauſe. But the event proved | 
full as advantageous to David; as will preſently 
appear: WS 5 


When Iſh-boſheth and his friends heard of 
the fate of Abner, who had been the very life 
of their cauſe; it dejected all their ſpirits : and 
two villains, named Rechab and Baanah, hop- 
ing to make their fortunes by the public cala- 
mity, went and murdered their maſter xing Hh. 
boſheth, as he was repoſing himſelf during the 
heat of the day: and brought his head to Das 
vid . But not reſlecting on an obvious maxim 
in politics; they, like the Amalekite before, 
who claimed the merit of killing Saul; ſoon 
found that he thought it adviſeable to puniſh. 


C * 

rm mr nr ——— — — — — 
5 — — 6 äß 
\ 


2 Sam. iit. 31. Gr. © Chi. iy. 5, Cc. 


54 THE HISTORY OF THE MAN 


the traitors, whatever he thought of the trea- 
ſon . | 


Had David reflected on all the circumſtances 
which led to this murder, with that tenderneſs 
becoming a perſon profefling ſo much piety, his 
compunction would have greatly embarraſſed him 
in the proper behaviour on this occaſion. For 
if theſe two execrable villains deſerved puniſh- 
ment, what did be merit who was the primary 
cauſe of ſo nefarious an action? Two poor 
| rogues from ſubordinate views, effected by aſ- 
ſaffination what David ſought at the head of an 
army; which naturally reminds us of the pirate 
and Alexander. So ſtrangely do relative circum- 
ſtances bias our judgment of things eſſentially 


alike, Had David aſpired to no other ſceptre 


than his ſhepherd's crook, the villains had not 
preſumed on the uſurper's gratitude ; and Iſh- 


boſheth, who was a quiet prince, might have 


reigned long an honour to himſelf and a bleſſing 


to his a . 
Iſh- 
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" Tſh-boſheth does not appear to have been a 
man of parts, qualified to contend with ſuch an 
$ antagoniſt as David ; for nothing is recorded. of 
$ him: Abner was the perſon who raiſed him; and 
$ had he lived, would as eaſily have depoſed him: 
n and though no qualifications are a ſecurity againſt 
Cr afſaflination, yet, as in the caſe of another unfor- 
- turiate monarch, Datius, king of Perſia; ſuch. 
7 cowardly wretches generally take the advantage 
x | of precipitating misfortunes already commenced, 
dat they may pay their court to the riſing ſun. 


The murder of this unhappy ſon of an unhappy 
father, advanced David to the dignity to which 
he aſpired . (though we ſhall ſee in a paſſage 
which reflects no great honour on him; tliat Saul 
had more ſons yet living) He was now in his 
thirty-eighth year; having reigned ſeven years 
and an half in Hebron over the tribe of Judah, 

E Although 
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Although David was now inveſted with that 
ſupremacy, which had been the aim of his en- 
deavours ſince the time that Samuel inſpired him 
with the ſpixit of ambition; yet could not 
his enterpriſing genius continue ſatisfied with 
ſych an exaltation. The firſt object of his at- 
tention now, was the city of Jeruſalem, they 
inhabited by the Jebuſites; (but it was of no 
importance who inhabited it, if David conceived 
*; and the 
inhabitants. relying on the ſtrength of thei 
fortifications, out of deriſion planted cripples on 
their ramparts to guard their walls; ſaying, cxcep! 
thou take away the blind and the lame, thou ſhalt 
not came in hither. b. Nevertheleſs David carried 
the place, and made. it bis bitt ci ü. 


N. B. He ſupplied himſelf with moze wives 
and concubines out of his new acquiſition, *, 
en ed Bodog n While 
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' While he was thus amorouſly engaged, the 
Philiffines hearing that he was made king over all 
Iſrael, came and difturbed him: but David ac- 
t cording, to the uſual term ſmote them!; and his 
h firokes were always ſufficiently felt. 


The comic tale of David's r 
Ark, will not be long dwelt upon; it may aply 
be remarked, that it was brought on a new cart 
drawn by oxen 3 and that Uzzah ſome way ot 
other laſt his life, or as the text reads, was ſmote 
by the Lord n, for his impiety in ſaving the ark 
from being overturned u. But if the Lord ſeeth 
not as max /ceth ; far man leaketh on the entweared 
appearance, but the Lord hoateth on the heart ; the 
intention of Uzzah was indiſputebly goad; ad 
the alleged crime furely patdonable: the ſeaming 
exigency precluding alt heftatioh and reflexion. 
Had the. ack been really evenueaed for want of 
Fa mi 
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this careful prevention, Uzzah might then, it would 
de naturally imagined, have been rather /mete for 
neglecting to ſave it. However, it was no longer 

truſted to. prophane hands, but carried the re- 

mainder of the way upon the more holy ſhoulders 
of the Levites , with great parade; attended by 

muſicians, and by David himſelf, who, dreſſed in 

a linen ephod, danced before the Lord with all lit 
might v: and this, in ſuch a frantic indecent 
manner, that he expoſed his nakedneſs to the 
bye-ſtanders. Wherefore his wife Michal ſneered Ml | 
at him. How oLORIOUs was the king of Ifta 

to-day, who uncovered himſelf ta-day in the eyes of il © 
the handmaids of his ſervants, as one of the vain Wl © 

Fellows SHAMELESSLY wncovereth himſelf 2. Di 
vid, it ſeems, was of a different opinion, for he 
told her he would play before the Lord; and 
would be yet more vile than ſhe had repreſented 
him; adding—and of the maid-ſervants whit 
thou haſt ſpoken of, of them ſhall I be had in 
honour *, Some ſtaunch zealots have ver 
* | prudent 
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prudently ſpiritualized this part of Dayid's an- 
ſwer, and given the myſtical ſenſe of it: the 
prophane, who are content with the evident 
ſignification of words, having conſtrued it no 
otherwiſe than into an inſinuation that he had 
no cauſe to be aſhamed of what he expoſed. 
Fie on them! 


This ſtory is concluded with a remark, as odd 
35 the reſt of it TrzREFORE, Michal, the 
daughter of Saul, had no child until the day of her 
death *, For, if Michal had hitherto borne no 
children, neither to David, nor to her inter- 
mediate huſband, her barrenneſs muſt have been 
conſtitutional: and preceding her offence, could 
not be a puniſhment inflicted in conſequence of 
it. Moreover, if on the other hand, ſhe had 
borne children, and this diſgrace to her, was the 
conſequence of a reſolution made by her huſband 
David, that ſhe ſhould have no more children 
by bim; her quiet reſignation under this impoſed 
ſtate of widowhood, is by inference a | high come 

F 3 pliment 
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pliment on this poor woman's conjugal virtue 
which 'was far from the hiſtorian's intention 
to beſtow, Indeed, there is great reaſon to 
credit Michal, and to believe thar David really 
behaved with all the extravagance ſhe aſerlbes to 
him: for ſhe appeared before this affair as 2 
diſcreet kind of a woman; no inſtahce of folly 
being produced in her, unleſs the contrivances ſhe 
made uſe of to ſave her huſband from the effects 
| of her father's rage, may be allowed to bear ſuch | 
interpretation. Whatever judgment 1 is 
paſſed upon Michal's cenſure of David's 

haviour i in this proceſſion, it ſhewed great 2 
and ingratitude in him to fix ſo diſgraceful a 
ſtigma on her; and nat to make allowance for 
female indiſcretion : the worſt name that could be 
beſtowed on ber fault. 


After this, David ſmote the Philiſtines, not 
ſparing even Gath, that city which had Io hu- 
manely protected him . 5 then ſmote the 
Mocbires, putting to = 1 two thirds of the 


Nation, 
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nation, by cauſing g them to lie proftrate on the 
ground, and meaſufing them by lines ; even 
wth two lines meafergd he to put to death ; and 
with one Full lint to Reep alive : * ſo Hſtematic 
was his wrath ! Hadadezar, king of Zobah, 
was the fiext whom he ſmote ; who, being al- 
ſifted by the Syrians of Damaſcus, he next ſmote 
them v. Yet all this ſmiting and laying, is fo 


obſcurely mentioned, that we know nothing of 
the offences committed againſt this mighty chief, 


to excite ſuch blood - thirſty indignation; Indeed, 


the cauſe i is, without much difficulty, deducible 


from the produce of theſe wars, which ſufficiently 
indicate the nature of David's thirf. Great 
quantities of gold, ſilver and braſs, are ſaid to 
have been brought to Jeruſalem *; and the 
prieſts may with reaſon be ſuppoſed to be the 
inſtſpators to theſe wars; ſince we, find. all the 
plunder ſurrendered to them 7. We have there- 


fore no cauſe to wonder at the exalted praiſes 


Fa, they 
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they have beſtowed upon the inſtrument of their 
wealth, He is faid to have gat him a name, 
when he returned from ſmiting the Syrians *—this 
may very eaſily be credited ; but it is to be 
feared that if the name he gat from the Jews, 
and that which he gat from the Syrians, were 


compared; they would not accord extreamly well 
together. 


David was at this time feized with a fempo- 
rary fit of gratitude ; toward a lame ſon of his 
old friend Jonathan, named Mephiboſheth : to 
whom he reſtored all the private patrimony of 
his grandfather Saul ; and took him into his fa- 
mily ; not without due conſideration, it is to 

be ſuppoſed 3 ſince by chat means he kept him 
under his own eye. But this gratitude was not 
laſting; for upon an accuſation preferred againſt 
him by his ſervant ; David readily beſtowed all 
" Mephiboſheth's poſſeſſions upon that ſervant * ; Ts 
yet——when the accuſation was found to be 
falſe ; inſtead of 4 puniſhing the 1 
ä of 
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of innocence, . and re-inſtating Mephiboſheth in 
his former favour ; he reſtored to him but half 
the forfeiture for his ſuppoſed guilt © : leaving the 
villain Ziba in the quiet poſſeſſion of the other 
half, as the reward of his treachery, But of 2 


in its proper place. 

The next memorable act recorded of David, 
is the only acknowleged crime that he ever 
committed: all his other tranſaQtions being re- 

| puted Fight © in the eyes of the Lond a. | 


In the midſt of an 8 dete of ſiting 

and laying ; in revenge for the contemptuous 

treatment of ſome ambaſſadors, ſent by him with 
compliments of condolance ; but who, perhaps 
deſervedly, were conſidered as ſpies; while Joab 
was with the army | proſecuting the ſiege of 
Rabbah, a chief city of the Ammonites; David, 
then at Jeruſalem, - walking one evening on the 

roof of his palace, perceived, from that eminence, 

| a handſome woman bathing herſelf . Fired 
with 


em 


2 Sam, xix. 29. * 1 Kings xv. 5. compared with 
1 Chron, xxi, 1. © 2 Sam. xi. 2. 
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with the ſight, he ſent to enquire who ſhe wis ? 
and underftanding the was Bath-theba, wife to 
Uriah, who was at that time opportunoly abſent 
in the army under Joab ; he cauſed her to be 
brought to him directly, (no ceremony in the 
caſe) and after gratifying his inclination, ſent 
ber home again f. Some time after, the woman 
finding herſelf with child, naturally informed 
the king of it. He, never at a loſs for ways 
and means, immediately ordered Uriah home * 
of whom he enquired news concerning the ope- 
tations of the campaign: and then diſmiſſed 
| Hit to his own houſe; ſending after him, a 
prefent of victunls *, David intetided the good 
man a little relaxation from the fatigues of War, 
chat he might kiſs His wife, and be cheated into 
2 child more than he had a natutal right to: 
but whether Uriah had received any intimatlon 
of the kondur his majeſty hud done him; br 
whether he honeſfly meant the ſeff.denlal which 
he profeſſed ; we are not idvertifed: however, 
 OUrfah would not go home, but. ſlept in the 
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guard-foot, with the king's fervants . David 
took care to be informed of this, and queſtioned 
Vriah concerning the reafon of it. Uriah urged 
a ſeruple of conſcience againſt going to enjoy 
any indulgence at home, while the ark, Joab, 
and the army, remained in tents in the open 
field *, He was detained another night; when 
David made him drunk ', waiting to ſee what 
effect that might have. It was ftill the ſame; 
Uriah, like many other drunken men, was re- 
ſolved not to go home. David finding him ſo 
obſtinate, altered his plan of operations, and de- 
termined then to get rid of- him for ever. To 
which intent, he ſent him back to the camp, with 
a letter to the general. And he wrote in the 
letter, ſaying, ſet ye Uriah in the fore-front of 
the hotteft battle, and retire ye from him, that he 
may be ſmitten and die n. This inſtruction was 
accordingly complied with ® z and then Bath- 
2 like another * was taken into Da- 


e 


Nathan, 


i 2 Sam. xi. 9. * Ver. 11. I Ver. r 
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| Nathan, the prophet, * David an arch 
1 upon this ſubject v; and he, who took 
care not to diſagree with bis beſt friends, bore 
with the reproof, and humbled himſelf accord- 


ingly. 


This complicated crime committed by David, 
is univerſally allowed: but people think ſo little 
for themſelves, that even this would be qualified, 
were it not found ready condemned to their hand 
in the relation of it. This crime is given up too, 
as the only Hain in David's character: but the 
circumſtances of it, will not permit this to be 
granted; abſtracted from any conſideration of the 
man. For; though a generally good man, may 
in a ſudden ſtart of any of the paſſions, loſe go- 
vernment of himſelf ſo far, as to violate conjugal 
fidelity, or perhaps ſuddenly to. xill another; yet, 
a deliberate ſcheme, including two ſuch crimes, 
can be concerted only by a bad heart. It is 
alſo to be remarked reſpecting his famous r- 
1257252 of this black tranſaction; that he 

ſhewed 


* 
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ſhewed no tokens of relenting until it was ex- 
torted from him by artifice ! and that even then, 
though' he mourned his crime, he never enter- 
tained a thought of relinguiſhing future commerce 
with the woman ſo wickedly obtained, but kept 
her until he died! and altered the regular courſe 
of ſucceſſion in favour of a ſon he had by her!. 


It is hoped the ſuppoſition may be allowed, 
that the noiſe this righteous affair made, might 
be one motive for Joab's deſiring David to come 
and partake ſome of the honours of the cam- 
paign * : an opportunity of which he prudently 
laid hold: but—— fatal was his preſence where- 
ever he appeared. 


| How ſhall a perſon ſubject to the feelings of 

humanity, (a ſecurity of more avail among men} 
than the moſt binding laws) how ſhall a man, 
not ſteeled to a very Jew, find expreſſions ſuited 
to the occaſion, when he relates the treatment 
of this poor city Rabbah ? The ſtudy would be 


as s difficult as unneceſlary ; the ſimple unexagge- 
rated 


—_— 


— — — 
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rated tale, if ſeriouſly attended to, will ſhoek the 
humane reader ſuſiciently. Thoeity was taken and 

- plundered; and David brought forth the prople that 
harre of iren, and und axes of iron, and made 
them paje through the brich-buls + * and thus did he 
un ell the irs of the ehildron of Amman . The 
preciſe puniſhments here allyded to, are not under- 

ſiood at this time; writers being much divided 
in their expoſitions of theſe wards: but that 
extraordipary puniſhments are meant, cangot 
admit of a doubt; for though believers expound 
the putting the Ammonites under ſaws and har- 
rows, into the making ſlaves of them; and that 
theſe were the tools with which they laboured : 


| 1 « 4 % 1 * eee . . 6 „ T 4 
s — har 4 the andlent * u e 


to the Egyptiaus, and the labour they were employed 
ia by their lordly taſſ-maſtere, the making bricks; 
might be a curcne xeprogchfal jcer upon the Jews, 
Wen any quarrel happened betwenn them and their 
neighbours : and that the making their priſoners paſs 
through the brick-kiln, was a cruel method of re- 
venging ſuch affronts. A conjecture not improbable. | 

't 2 Sam. xi 37. 1 Chron. xx. 3. 
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yet this will not agree, with the latter of the texts 
whoſe authority is mentioned in the note; where 
it is ſaic that be [ David) cuT THEM wh 
ſaws, and with harrows of iron, and with axes! 
And ſhould more evidence be yet required, Jo- 
ſephus alſo writes that the men were put to death 
by exquiſite torments, The general truth of the 
fact ſtands therefore unimpeached. And is it 
thus the people of God, headed by a man ſtiled 
in a peculiar manner, the man after God's own 
heart, uſed the priſoners of war? Bella! ler- 
rida Bella! 


It would not be eaſy to ſelect any period of 
in wickedneſs of various dyes, than that which 
is the object of the reader's preſent attention. 
Inftgaces ſuccesd fo quick, that the relation of. 
one is ſcarcely concluded, but freſh ones obtrude- 
upon notice. But now horrors of a 2 
hue demand our attention. 


Amnon, one of our hero's ſons, raviſhed his 
ſiſter Tamar, and then turned her out of doors >. 
| wi te 
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Abſalom, her brother by the ſame mother, ſeem- 
ingly took no notice of it, until two years after ; 
when he invited all his brothers to a feaſt at his 
ſheep-ſhearing ; 'where he made Amnon drunk, 
and murdered him *: ſo deliberate, and yet fo 
determinate was his revenge! Abſalom, on this 
account, fled out of Judea, for three years * ; 
until, at the intreaty of Joab, he was invited 


home again, by his father, whoſe favorite he 


was 7. But though he returned to Jeruſalem, 


yet would not his father ſee him for two 


years * more. 


| Abſalom, during his exile, conceived a deſign 


of depoſing his father ; for after their reconcilia- 


tion, his firſt attention was to render himſelf po- 
pular. To this end he ſet up a ſplendid equi- 
page; but, politically encreaſed his affability 
with his magnificence: riſing up early, and plant- 
ing himſelf in the way, to ſalute all who came to 
his father's levee, Of theſe he kindly enquired 
1 their 
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their buſineſs, or grievances; throwing out hints: 
of the king's remiſſneſs in the execution of juſtice; 
and how uprightly he would conduct himſelf, 
were their cauſes to be determined by him d. 
The profeſſion of piety is univerſally, and was in 


particular, among this people, the moſt ſucceſs- 
ful diſguiſe for crafty deſigning men to aſſume.” 
When Abſalom, therefore, thought his ſcheme 
ſufficiently ripe for execution, he defired leave of 
his father to go to Hebron, to perform a vow 
made by him while a refugee in Syria . At 
Hebron he fet up his ſtandard, and his followers: 
aſlembled in ſuch numbers, and the defection 
was ſo general, that David thought it an 
to retire from Jeruſalem *. | 


With him be took all his family and . 
dents, except ten concubines, whom he left in 
his palace to keep houſe *. The prieſts, Zadock 
and Abiathar, with the ark, would alſo have 
gone with him; but he thought it would be 

| 7 G more 
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more for his fervice for them to remain in 
the city as ſpies; to fend bim intelligence 
how matters went f, It is no inconſiderable 
part of politics to know how to ſuit men with 
proper employmems. Abitophel, his prime mi- 
nifter, joined the malecontents 6; to balance 
which misfortune, David prevailed. on Huſhai, 
a truſty man of forte importance, to remain in 
the city, that be might ingratiate bienſelf with 
Abſalom, thwart the counſels of Ahitophel, and 
trauſmit inselligence to bim from time to time, 
through the conveyance of the prieſts, whoſe 
| "ions were to carry on the correſpondence “. 
Having concerted matters thus, he evacuated 
Jeruſalem, and Abſalom entered it. 


When David was upon his journey from the 
city, be was met by Ziba, ſervant to Mephibo- 
| art, with aſſes and proviſiens for his majeſty's 
accommodation in his retreat &: of whom, when 
GOA a emcee did not come 

75 mt 


= my OY 


CE" EE . 


1 Sam. v. 25. 28. t Ver. 12.34. > Ver. 3a, &. 
Ver. 37. k Ch, xvi. 7. 


AFTER GOD's OWN HEART. 73 


' with him; "this POV PAK ſervant told him 


that he ſtaid behind at Jeruſalem, hoping to ob- 


tain the kingdom of his grandfather, during this 
diſturbance! : by which lying aſperſion, he 
gained a grant of all his maſter's poſſeſſions. «hy 
| Here we may introduce a circumſtance, which 
is ſo far material, as it ſerves. to ſhew, that the 
ſanctity af David was not quite ſo univerſally 
allented to, as may be imagined, while he s 
living ; and his actions not on[y freſh in me- 
mory, but more perfectly known, than, poſ- 
fibly, was prudent to tranſmit to theſe diſtant 
As David profecuted his flight, he was met 
by a man of Saul's family, whoſe. name was 
Sbhimei. This man as be came on, kept mut- 
tering curſes between His teeth, and at length 
caft ones at the king and his attendants, calling 
out to him, Come um, come out, thou bloody man, 
an thou man of Belial: the Lord hath returned 
won thee all the bleed of tle houſe of Saul, iu 
Ga. : whoſe 
— —— 5 


% 
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whoſe lead thou haſt reigned, and the Lord hath 
delivered the kingdom into the hand of Abſalom thy 
fon e and behold thou art taken in thy miſchief, 
becauſe thou art a bloody man ®, This is pathe- 
tic, and truly characteriſtic of the perſon to 
whom the ſpeech was addreſſed. Some of his 
'retinue were at the point of ſilencing this brawler 
with the ultima ratio regum v; but David pre- 
vented it , wiſely conſidering this not to be a 
ſeaſon for A to extremities. 


Abſalom, i in the mean time, being come to Je- 
* like a buck of Spirit, took the damſels 
which his father had left to keep houſe, and 
cuckolded the old man by way of bravado, on 
the 5 of it v; in a tent erected for this heroic 
| " Abitophel adviſed Abſalom to ſelec Were 
thouſand men, and purſue David directly, before 


he had time to tecover his ſurprize ; which was 
certainly 


5 
— 
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p eertainly the beſt reſolution that could have been 
7 formed. But Huſhai, as was concerted, pro- 
y poſed a different plan of operations: oppoſing to 
8 the former, the well-known valour and military 
o fkill of the old king; and the hazard of making 
* bim and his men deſperate *. He adviſed a col- 
2 lection of all the troops in the kingdom; that 
oi ſucceſs might de in a manner inſured : and 
what Abſalom ſhould command them in perſon. 

| By which means, he affirmed that they ſhould * 
e- overwhelm David and his party, wherever they 
els found him. Huſhai gained the afcendency ; 
nd and when he knew that his ſcheme was ac- 
on cepted, be gave immediate notice to the prieſts * : 
oic with inſtructions for David how to conduct him- 

ſelf w. David divided his forces into three bo. 
dies; commanded by Joab, Abiſhai, and Ittai: 

Ive but by the prudent care of his men, was not per- 
* mitted to hazard his perion, by being preſent in 
wed aQtion . When he had reviewed his army, he 
a gave. his generals eſpecial cRarge to preſerve the 
_ G - of | life 
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tion, being the moſt judicious that could be 
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of Abſalom; and with a policy that reflects ho- 


nour upon his military knowledge, expected the 
enemy in the wood of Ephraim *: a covert fitua- 


choſen, for a ſmall army / to encounter one more 
numerous. David's men were tried veterans, 
among whom were the remains of thoſe who 
ſerved under, and lived with him at Gath *; 
whereas, Abſalom's army muſt have conſiſted 
chiefly of freſh men. The battle decided in fas 
vour of David; with great ſlaughter of the 
rebel army: and as Abſalom fled on a mule, bis 
hair, which is celebrated for its beauty and quan-; 
tity, entangled in the boughs of an oak, and he 
remained ſuſpended in the air; while his mule 
ran away from between his legs . He was ob- 
ſerved in this condition by a man who went and 


told Joab; and he, who conſulted the ſafety of 


David, TI COA Wh 


l . . 6, | 
| 7 According to Joſephas, N * 
thouſand men. 
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daf of an uonatural ſan, killed Abfalom with 
® dart ©, | 
David grieved immoderately for this FP 

fon, on whom he had miſplaced a great affec- 
tion ©: and though he had ad the mourner on 
ſeveral former occaſions, this is the only one, 
in which his ſincerity need not be queſtioned. 
It is true he might be really concerned at the 
murder of Abner; but then circumſtances ought 
to be attended to: Abner was killed prematurely ; 
he had not finiſhed his treacherous negatiation 3 
David had much to hope from him but=-when 
his expectations had been anſwered, it is far from 
being improbable, that he would have found an 
opportunity himſelf to have got rid of a man, on 
whom he could have TIN no reliance, Bur 
to return. | 

David was rouſed from his ene; by 
the reproaches of his victorious General * who 
fluſhed with ſucceſs, told him the truth, but 

"IS perhaps, 
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perhaps told it too coarſely. It is evident that 
Joab now loſt the favour of his maſter, which 
the murder of Abner, the killing Abſalom in 
direct contradiction to David's expreſs orden; 
and laſtly, his want of ſympathy, and his in- 
delicacy in the preſent inſtance, were the ap- 
parent cauſes. 


After the battle, he invited Amaſa, Abſalom's 
vanquiſhed General, to return to his duty ; very 
imprudently and unaccountably promiſing him 
the chief command of his army in the ſtead of 
Joab „ which was ſcemingly but an uathankful 
return for the victory that officer had juſt gained 
him, and for his attachment to his intereſt all 


along. Amaſa, it is true, was a near relation; 


' "but Joab, according to Joſephus, ſtood in the 
ſame degree of conſanguinity ; they. being both 
the ſons of David's ſiſters : this offer muſt there- 
.fore have been raſhly influenced by his reſent- 
ment againſt Joab, as r 

TH The 
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» The remains of Abſalom's ſcattered army diſ- 
perſed to their homes in the beſt and moſt pri- 
vate manner they could ?: but David inadver- 
tently plunged himſelf into freſh troubles, by 
cauſing himſelf to be conducted home by a de- 
tachment from the tribe of Judah ®. This oc- 
taſioned diſputes between that and the other 
tribes. They accuſed Judah of ſtealing their 
king from them . Judah replied, that they gave 
their attendance, becauſe the king was of their 
tribe; and that it was their own free will k: 
the others rejoined that they had ten parts in the 
king, and that their advice ſhould have been 
aſked as to the bringing him back*. At this 
juncture, one Sheba took advantage of the dif- 
content, and blew a trumpet, and ſaid, we have 
no part in David, neither have we inberitance in 
the fon of Jeſſe : every man to his tent, O Iſrael u. 
The conſequence of this, was a ſecond infur- | 
rection. Amafa was ordered to aſſemble ati 
y, to ſuppreſs itz but not proceeding with . 
the 
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the deſired ſpeed, Abiſhai was afterward com · 


miſſioned with the ſame truſt; Amaſa and Abiſhai 
met and proceeded together, aud were joined by 


| Joab and his men. But Joab, not thoroughly 


liking to ſerve under a man he had ſo lately van- 
quiſhed, and having as few ſcruples of conſcience 
as his old maſter, made ſhort work, ſtabbed 
Amaſa, and re- aſſumed the command of the 
whole army *. 


Being once again ſupream in command, Joab 
proceeded direQly to the reduction of the male- 
contents; who ſhut themſelves up in the city of 


Abel of Beth-maacha : be battered the town, but 


by the negotiation of a woman, the inhabitants 
agreed to throw Sheba's head to him over the 
wall; which they performed: and thus was 
quiet once more reſtored. Joab returned to Je- 
ruſalem, where we are told that he was General 
over all the hoſt of Iſrael 7. Not a ſyllable ap- 
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der of the General by himſelf appointed: and 
of the aſſaſſin's uſurping the command of the 

Not finding room in its proper place, it ſhall 
now be noticed, that when David was returning 
to Jeruſalem from the reduction of Abſalom's re- 
bellion ; with the men of Judah, who came to 
eſcort him, Shimei, the Benjamite 4, joined him 
at the head of a party of his own tribe. This 
man, who had at a former meeting, ſo freely 
beſtowed his maledictions on David when a fu- 
gitive; upon this change of circumſtances, re- 
fleQing on the king's vindiQtive temper, came 
now to make his ſubmiffion : David accepted his 
acknowlegements, and confirmed his pardon with 
an oath of 


| Ve all bee to rf thin pal 
anon. 


| Ieophibolherh eswe allo to welcome Darid'en 
his return, and undeceive him with regard to the 
| falle 
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falſe Ziba's repreſentation of him; — but he ap- 
pears to have met with no other redreſs, than 2 
remittance of half the grant made to Ziba of his 
eſtate . . | 


= Theſe inteſtine 1 put David upon pon- 
dering how to ſecure himſelf, as far as he could 
d from i . diſturbance. 


Tt is the part of 3 politicians, not _ to 
form wiſe deſigns themſelves, but alſo to make 
proper advantage of public occurrences 3 that all 
events indiſcriminately may, more or leſs, lead 
to the purpoſes wanted to be obtained. Of this 
policy we ſhall obſerve David to be mindful in 
the enſuing tranſaction. Not that a panegyric 
upon his contrivance in this inſtance, is by any 
means intended ; for certainly a more bare-faced 
rranſaction was never exhibited : ſuch indeed as 
could only have been attempted among the poor 
bigotted Jews. It is ſufficient, bowever, that it 
anſwered David's purpoſe z| than which more 


U could not have been expected from the moſt com- 
pleat 
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pleat ſtroke that refined politics ever produced. 
But, view it in a moral light, and certainly a 


blacker piece of ingtatitude and perfidy can hardly 


be imagined, —It was impoſſible to continue the 


narrative without prefacing thus much. 


David having with much trouble, from his 
competition with Iſh-boſheth, eſtabliſhed himſelf 


upon the Jewiſh throne ; and having in the latter 


part of his reign been vexed, and driven to diſ- 
agreeable extremities, by the ſeditious humour 
of his ſubjects, the rebellion of his own ſon Ab- 


ſalom, and the revolt of Sheba ; his mind now 


fell_a prey to ſuſpicion. He called to remem- 


brance, that ſome of Saul's family were yet 


wing; whom, leſt they ſhould hereafter prove 
thorns in his fide, he concluded it expedient 


to cut off, 


F 


Whenever David projected any ſcheme, a reli 


gious plea and the aſſiſtance of his old friends, were 


never, wanting, A famine befel Judea;; which 


continued three years; probably . occaſioned by 
the preceding inteſtine commotions. David en- 
quired of the Lord : and the Lord ame ca, it 
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is for Saul, ani for his bloc houſe, becauſe be 
flew the Grbeonites :. But where is this crime 
recorded? Samuel charged Saul with no ſuch 
flanghter : he reproached him with a contrary 
fault, an act of mercy # which'is afigned as one 
of the reaſons for depoſing him. So that this 


crime was not recollected * till many years after 


the man was dead! and then God puniſhes— 
whom ? a whole nation; with e. 
mine: which, by the bye, was not (ogg, s 2 
puniſhment neither; but merely as a hint of re- 
membrance, which. ended in banging the hie 


king's innocent children ! 
: The 


2 13 2 Sam. xx. 1, Wy 
If God ſought vengeance for a particular aft of 
cruelty, perpetrated by Saul; when was vengeance 


demanded for David's maſlacre af the Edomites, the ' 


 Moabites, the Ammoniles, the TJebufites; and others, 
who at times became the objeQs of David's wrath ? 


That the charge may allude to ſome former affair, 


is not-ventoſted ; it is however truly remarkable, that 
there Jhould be aw chronological 2ecord of a faR, 


which after ſach a length of time demanded an expia- 


tion ſo awfully hinted, and fo extraordinary in its 
circumſtances! 


7 
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The oracolar refponſe dictated no act of ex- 
| pation; but only pointed out the rauſe of the 
famine. 80 that the Gfbeonites (who by the 
way, had hitherto made no complaints that we 
know of ) were applied * to, for a knowlege of 
what recompence they demanded? They. re- 
quired no gifts, neither that for their ſakes David 


ſhould kill any man in Ifrael ; (which qualifping 


expreſion, ſeems artfully intended; ſince ttłey 
only David to deliver the men to them, 


mw might kill them) but that ſeven of 
Saul's ſons ſhould be ſurrendered to them, that 


they might hang them up, unte the Lord *, 


David, not with-held by any motives of grati- 
tude toward the poſterity of his unbappy father- 
in-law, but in direct violation of his oath at the 


cave of Engedi 7; granted the requeſt he muſt 


himſelf have inſtigated * : : ſparing only Mephi- 
boſheth; who luckily was fo unſortunate as to 
be a cripple ; and ſo much a dependent on Da- 
vid, and kept under his Own eye, that he had 


at 


* 
—— 
— — 
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1 Sam. xxiv. 4 22, 2 Sam: x23. 6. 
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no room for apprehenſion from him. He there 
fore reſerved Mephiboſheth, in memory of ano - 
ther cath, between him and his father Jonathan. 
Mephiboſheth, having ſuch a ſhocking ſcene to 
contemplate, and, conſidering his decrepitude, 
might (as he really was) with little hazard be 
preſerved ; as an evidence of probity in this pious 
king. | 1 


A conſcience of convenient flexibility is of 


great uſe : thus David being under obligation by 


two oaths ; forgot one, and remembered the 
other. When Creon in Oedipus was interro- 
* concerning his conſcience, he replied. 


— ue my ſupple glove, 


My upper garment, to put on, throw off, 
A. think ben: "tis my obedient conſcience, 


David.now, thinking bimſell ſecurely ſettled, 


was moved both by God * and by Satan b, to 
cauſe his ſubjects to be numbered: which is, 


oddly enough, imputed as a great fin in him 
| 3 to 


a » — 
© 2 Sam. axiv. 1. 1 Chron i. 1. 
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to require: for por man, according to the pre- 
miſes, he was but a paſſive inſtrument j in the af- 
fair. Eyen David ſhould have his due. The 
prophet Gad called him to account for it : and 
as a, puniſhment. for this fin of compulſion, pro- 
pounded to him for his choice, three kinds of : 
plagues, one of which, bis ſubjetts thereby ne- 
ceſſarily incurred. Seven years famine, three 
months perſecution from enemies; or three days 


| peſtilence © David choſe the latter. 


It may be as well to decline this ſtory, as hs 
enter into any more particular conſideration of 
it. From the aboye-ſtate of the caſe, the in- 
telligent reader will need no aſſiſtance in making 
his own. private reflexions on it. 


We have now attended David down to the 
decline of his life; when his natural heat fo 
far decayed, that no addition of cloathing* could 
retain a proper,degree of warmth. His phyſi- 
cians preſcribed a youyg woman to, cheriſh him 

H | in 


1 — . 8 * 1 * 


. 13. hren. xxi. 12. 
*, 1 Kings i. 1. c 
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in i bed, by imparting to him a ſhare of; juve- 
nile heat This remedy may de very expe- 
. in caſes of extream age; but why beauty | 
| ſhould he a neceſſary part of the preſcription, is 
difficult to conceive. They ſought a fair damſel; | 
and the damſel they ſound, was very fair *, 
" Poſfibly David might himſelf direct the delicacy 
of the choice : but if his phyſicians intended it as 
2 compliment to their maſter, it indicated a very 
inſufficient knowlege of the animal ceconomy ; 
thus to ſtimulate the old man, and harraſs a car- 
caſs already ſufficiently worn out: whereas, a 
virgin of homelier features, at the ſame time that 
+ he would have furniſhed an equal degree of 
warmth, would. have been leſs liable to put wicked 
thoughts in the patient's head *, However, the 
Sabo try ͤ— . . 


1 Kings. 2. | Ver. 3. 3 
g © Boerhaave frequently told his pupils that an 
old German printe, in a infirm ſtate of health, 
being adviſed to lie between two young virtuous 4 
40 virgins, grew ſo healthy and ſtrong, that his phy- 
« ficians found it ne#fary to remove his com panions. 5 
Mackenzie on Health, p. 70. note. 
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- biſtorian has taken care to inform us, that the ting 
S new her not h; an aſſertion, which from the 
y premiſes, there does ne ay reaſon to 
is . controvert, | 


_ While the king lay in this dcbilitated extre- 
mity of life, he was deſtined to experience yet 
another mortification from his children. Ado- 
nijah, his eldeſt ſon, ſince the death of Abſa- 
4 lom ; taking advantage of his father's incapacity, 
: fooliſhly aſſumed the title of king, which, had 
he been a little leſs precipitate, would have ſoon 
8 fallen to him, perhaps, without conteſt. For 
though David afterward is repreſented as having 
ſecret intentions to alter the ſucceſſion, yet the 
countenance ſhewn to his pretenſion by. Joab the 
genera], by -Abiathar the prieſt, and even by all 
his other brothers &; ſeem to indicate that had 
— Adonijah been more prudent, we ſhould not now 
' have heard ſo much of the wiſdom of Solomon. 
It is poſlible, Adonijah might, even as it was, 
b a | _ have 


* 
Us * th. Ah. »# 
* * — 


' © I Kings i. 4. | Ver, 5. K Ver. 9. 19. 25. : 
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dave maintained his anticipated dignity; had he 
"dt, Hilke Saul before, lighted his moſt powerful 
<friends. He made an entertainment, to which 
he invited all his brothers, except .Solamon i; 
but what ruined him, was his not inviting Na- 


"Uhani the prophet ; it was there the grudge began: 
and the excluſion from this merry bout, and the 


Confidence of the party, cauſed the ene $ 


* Hove been ſuppreſſed by a due ſhare roof Adana 
8000 cheer. 


* Let not the writer be accuſed of putting a 
malicious conſtruction upon every trauſaction he 
produces. Pray, reader, turn to your bible: in 
the tenth verſe of the firſt chapter of the fiſt 
book of Kings, you will find a remark that 
Nathan was not called to the feaſt. The very 
next verſe begins, WII Iron B. Nathan ſpoke 


-He POOP nettled at the ſlight put on him, 
| [2-4 and 


% 
— eee nne are nents — — 
— —— 
2 * 


L FKings i. 9 o. Ver 17 


"unto Bath ſbebu, the mather ef Solman, &c.— 
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aud-ſome others, in not being invitedito Adonijah's. 


preſented, ſos ſurely the probability of. Nathan's. 
being corrupted, was not leſa than that of Da- 
vids ſons; who, yet: all of them, except Salo- 
won, (who, had he been invited, had ſome. pri- 
vate reaſons to. the contrary, which; their, pro- 
ceedings ſhe them: ta have been aware of) were 
agree able to ſertling the ſucceſſion on their elder 
brother; though certainly as much inteteſteli 
in the diſpoſal of the ne As Wan 
cauld be. ut. 7 


Nathan and dba ak to inform” 


SY 485 


David of this matter 1, where the affronted 
prophet could not forget the ſlight put upon him, 

but, it being foremoſt in his mind, he inſiſts 
upon the circumſtance of excluſion, in an earneſt - 


manner; but me, even ME thy ſervant, aud 


1925 2 


My 


4 * 2 * 1 
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By 1 Kings i. 13. 


feaſt; elſe he would not have inſiſted on that cire.. 
cumſtance; which had better been wayed. The 
ſuppoſition is not ſo ridiculous, ag has been; te- 


——— ͤ— 
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Zadek the prieff, and Benaiah the ſon of Fehoiada, 
and thy ſervant Solomon, ' hath be not called »; 
which ſpake the cauſe of his officious WOK 
but too plainly. - David here acknowleges the 
promiſe by which he waved the right of primo- 
ceniture, in favour of Solomon, Bath-ſheba's 
ſon v. He now directed him to be ſet upon 
a mule, to be proclaimed and anointed king 
of Iſrael ; by his appointment 1. The accla- 
mations of the people upon this raree-ſhew, 
diſturbed the oppoſite party at their table; and 
an event, ſo unexpected, quite diſconcerted 
them; they all diſperſed ©; Adonijah ran to 
the tabernacle, and took ſanctuary at the altar. 
He obtained of Solomon a conditional pro- 
miſe of pardon *; F depending on his good be- 
haviour * . ps PRE 


And 


— . 1 — 


— * 5 1 b 0 „ 1 * * SS. A Y- — — 


1 Kings i. 26. „Ver. 305 I Ver. 33. 38. 
Ver. 41. 49. 50. Ver. 52. 
Solomon ſoon found a pretence ridiculous enough; 
> but ſufficient in his eyes, to get rid of Adonijab, when 
his father was dead. | | 


* 


AFTER GOD's, OWN HEART... 93 


And now, l OUR e cannot of 


more than feminine patience, whoſe curioſity may 
have prevailed with her to proceed thus far, may 


here exclaim. It muſt be granted, Sir! chat 
6 David had, his faults ; ; and who has not? but 
what does that prove? only that he was a man. 
If he was frail, bis repentance was exemplary ; ; 
© as you may perceive, if you can prevail with 
© yourſelf to read ſome of his pſalms. Indeed, 


© after your ill- treatment of the ſcripture, it 


© will avail. little to tell you that you contradict 
© thoſe inſpired penmen, who | expreſsly ſtile 
© David the man after God's own heart. Nay, 
* your writing againſt him under that epithet, 


F * ſhews ſufficiently the rancour and impiety of 


< your heart; ſo that I am fearſul there are ſmall 
© hopes of reclaiming you. Good madam |! 


hear me calmly, and we ſhall part excellent 
frieuds yet. Had David not been ſelected from 


the reſt of mankind, why then—it is poſſible 
hardly poſſible, —he might, paſs in the groſs, 


with the reſt of the jewiſh kings, But, when 
he is exalted and placed in a conſpicuous point 


1 
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of view, as s an ethi inent example of piety! he 
then nec attracts our nbtice in an eſpecial 

manner : and we. are naturally led to wonder 
that a more happy ſubſeck of p panegyric had not 
been choſen. If he 52 was an boly plalmiſt; iF he 
is fliled the man Her God's own heart; he alſo 
lived the life here exhibited': and his capabil llity 
of w uniting {ich contrarities, does but augment 
bis guilt! L 


Vet, even in his « plats, he frequently breathes 
nothing but blood, and the moſt rancorous re- 
ſentiment againſt his enemies. Of theſe take a 
ſpecimen or two, from the elegant eleings out, 
of that tranſcendant pair of gemuſſes, Meffieurs 
Tuomas Sternbold, and John Hopkins; in re- 
commendation of whoſe verſion, and the taſte 
of our ecountrymen, it may be truly affirmed, 
that their pſulms hive gone through more edi- 
tions than the Werks or 74 J e or 
. 5 
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Palas Ixvili. 22. 29 24 - 


Aud be fall wound the bead of a 
Fs s enemies alſo, | 
The bajry ſealp of fuch #2 on 
In wickedneſs do go. 


From Baſan 1 will bring, faid be, 

And all n own, as baut doneg © 
From n 

4 their fas in 1 
Of thoſe that hate my name; 

Thi tongies of dogs they ſhalt by rid | 

With lutia of the ſame. 


| Again, in Palm Ixix. 24. 25. 26. 7. 


Luiz mes their abt to 4 ſore 


. 


Gl . they e n flip \ | 


Then trap thim in their git- 


o 
. 
. 
- 
o 
* — 


And let their eyes be dark and blind, 
That they, may nothing ſet; 

Bow down their backs, and let them find 
Themſelves in thrall to be: | 


ee fre; 14 
Tat it on them may fall, 

Let thy diſpleaſure in thine oy. 
Tak hold "_ them all. 


As de forts ary their kink dj K 
Their ſeed de tho expel, 6 02 

That none thereof poſſeſs their place, 
Nor in their tents once dwell.” Rl 


Very pious | cjnoulagions for whole congregs- 
© tions to ſing to the praiſe and glory of God / 


David's failings, | as they are qualifyingly 
termed, are generally mentioned as exceptions 
to the uniform piety of his character: but, if 
David ever performed any truly laudable actions; 
thoſe are the real exceptions to the general baſe- 
neſs which ſtains the whole of 2 life uncommonly 
criminal. 


The 
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The writer does not taſk: himſelf to reconcile 
rapine and cruelty, with morality and religion; 
there are commentators who love, theſe knotty 
affairs; to them they are left. When the vin- 
dictive tenor of any of David's pſalms has been 
inſiſted on, the tranſlation. is immediately cen- 
ſured; prudently enough; as every one who has 
ſenſe to perceive the incongraity between ſuch 
bloody wiſhes and denunciations, and the ac- 
knowleged purity and mercy of the all-beneficent 
Father of nature, may not have, learning enough 
to diſpute about Hebrew 3 and to make 
them point what meaning h However, 
ſuch an one, by comparing the labours of Hebrew 
critics, may yet be enabled to form ſome ſort of 
judgment between them. For inſtance in that 
terrible 109th pſalm; it is certain, our Doctors 
in Divinity do not like it ; but, ſomething muſt 
be done with it: ſome therefore: ſay that the 


verbs are not tranſlated in their proper tenſes, 


and that prophetic declarations are thus miſtaken 
for the pſalmiſt's execrations : others again ſay, 
that to be ſure they are imprecations, but not the 
454 - impre- 
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imprecations of 'Divid; but thoſe of his enemies 
ot Him; which" he there only relates! O happy 
men why do not we all learn Hebrew? His 
exemplary repentance” is pleaded; is it any 
where" to be found but in the pſalms ? By their 
Fu yell hriow them; If David was ever 
truly pious, we ſhall certainly perceive it, in his 
| Beliaviour om his death-bed; There, it is to be 
hoped, we ſhall find him forgiving his enemies, 
ank dying in charity with all mankind. This is 

what all mankind in general make a point of; 
from the ſaint to the malefaftor. David there- 
fote muſt certainly give us an extraordinary in- 
ſtance of his attention to this important evidence 
of contriton. Bot What ſhall we think when 
we ſee this Nero of the Hebrews die in a manner 
uniform and conſiſtent with the whole courſe of 
his life? What will be our refleftions when we 
murders in charge to his fon Solomon ? murders 
Fill farther aggravated by the included crimes of 
angratitude and perjury ! One of them to be exe- 
cated on his old faithful general, Joab; who 
5 : power- 
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powerfully aſſiſted him on all occaſions, and ayho 


adhered to him in all his extremities; till at the 
laſt, when he had juſtifyable cauſe for chagrin: 
but ho notwithſtanding had not appeared againſt 
him in actual hoſtility; but only drank a glaſs of 
wine with the malecontents. It will avail no- 
thing to plead the private faults of the man; we 
are now to couſider him as relative to David, in 
bis public capacity. In which light we muſt 
loath the maſter, who died meditating black in- 
gratitude, againſt ſo faithful, ſo uſeful. a ſervant- 
For even.his defection at laſt, may perhaps admit 
of being interpreted into a patronization of that 
particular plan for the ſueceſſion, rather than into 
a rebellion againſt the ſuperannuated monarch. 


His other charge was- againſt Shimei, who- 
reviled David at his retreat from Jeruſalem, dur- 
ing Abſalom's rebellion; but who made his ſub- 
miffion to him when be returned viRorious :. 
and whoſe pardon David had ſealed with'a. 
ſolemn oath v. | 5 
1 5 Attend 
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Attend v we now to the cauſe „r re- 


"Ate exhorting Solomon on bis death-bed, to 
R — the ſtatutes of the Lord; David proceeds. 


Moreover thou knoweft % what Joab, the 
fon 'of Zeruiah, did to me, and what he did to 
the two captains of the hoſts of Iſrael, unto Abner 
the ſon of Ner, and unto Amaſa the ſon of Fether, 
whom be flew, and ſhed the blood of war in peace, 
an put the blood of war upon his girdle that was 
about his loins, and in bis ſhoes that were on his 

| Dos therefore according to thy wiſdom, AND. LET 
„nor His HOAR HEAD GO DOWN ro THE 
GRAVE IN PEACE ». 21 
This was afterwards fulfilled in the baſeſt 
manner, by the adminiſtrator to this pious 
teſtament. | 
| David concludes tho 


2 And behold, thou haſt with * Shimet the ſon 
| of 


r 


* 


— — 


” x Kings ii. 5. 6. 
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| of Gera, a Benjamite of Baburim, which curſed 
: 2 with & grievous curſe, in the day when I went 


"to Mahanaim e but he came down ts mect me at 
Fran and I fware to him by the Lord; ſaying, 


I bill not put thee to death with the ſword. 
* Now therefore bold him not guiltleſi: for thou-' 


art a wiſe man, and knoweſt what thow-oughte/t 
to do unto him; BUT HIS HOAR HEAD BRING: 


THOU DOWN TO THE GRAVE WITH BLOOD *. 
That is to ſay, © It is true, I promiſed not 
s to put him to death, but hu art a wiſe man, 
and knoweſt what thou oughteſt to do: 


© thou knoweſt thyſelf not to be bound by that 


obligation; therefore his hoar head, &c.” So. 
_ ſaying, he expired! 


This command was alſo executed in a man 


nn, worthy the ſon of Such A Father! 


To take a retroſpe view of the Wien 


Fa narrative 3 in few words may be ſeen the ſum 


, | total 


1 


* 


alt Kings il. 8. 9. 


[ 
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= 1 eats! of the whole. A ſhepherd youth is choſen 
| . thy = diſguſted prophet to be the inſtrument of 
| his Wen d untractable king. To this 
£6. he is inſpired with ambitious hopes, by a 
private inaugutation; is introduced to court, in 
the capacity of a harper; and by knocking 
donn a man with a Rane, whom; if be had 
miſſed once; he had ſour more chances of hitting; 
and. from hom, at the laſt, he could have ea- 
inan away; he was advanced to the dignity of 
bun- in- lawn ta the king. So ſudden and unlocked 
| . «for; a-prowotion,.. within ſight of the throne,  ſti- 
| mulated enpectations already awakened ; and 
I  Haul-ſoan;perceived reaſons to repent his alliance 
Ja him. Being obliged, to retire from, court, 


ot 0. =», Xt. 


— 


— 


— 


G 


be aſſembled a gang of Ruffans, the agknawleged 
outcaſts of their couptry, and became the ring- 
leader of a,Jawlefs company of Banditti. In 
|  -this capacity he ſeduces his brothels law Jo- 
| nathan, from, bis allegiance and filial duty; and 
| - «covenants.with him, that if he gbtained the king- 
dum, Jonathan ſhould be the hebt perſon in au- 
wWaority under him. He obtains a ſettlement in 
; . | the 
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the dominions of a Philiſtine prince, where, in- 
ſtead of applying "himſelf laudably to the arts 
of cultivation, he fubſiſts by plundering and 
butchering the neighbouring nations. He of- 
ſered his aſſiſtance to the Philiſtine armies, in 
the war againſt his own country, and father - in- 
law; and is much diſguſted at their diſtruſt of. 
his ſincerity. He however availed himſelf of the 
defeat and death of Saul, and made a puſh for the 
kingdom. Of this he gained only his own tribe 
of Judah: but ſtrengthened by this uſurpation, 
he conteſted the remainder with Saul's fon, Tſh- _ 
boſheth, whom he perſecuted to the grave: Ih- 
boſheth being aſſaſſinated by two villains with 
intention to pay their court to the uſurper. He 
is now king of Thael. In which capacity he 
plundered and maſſacred all his neighbours round 
him at diſcretion. He defiled the wife of one of 
his officers, while her huſband was abſent in the 
army: and finding ſhe was with child by him, 
he, to prevent a diſcovery, added murder to adyl- 
tery; which being accompliſhed, he took the 
widow directly into his well-ſtocked ſeraglio. 

I He 
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He then repaired to the army, where he treated 
the ſubjected enemies with the moſt wanton in- 
humanity. - A rebellion is raiſed againſt him by 
his ſon Abſalom; which he ſuppreſſed, and in- 
vited over the rebel-general, to whom he gave 
the ſupream command of his army, to the pre- 
judice of the victorious Joab. Afﬀer this he cut 
off the remainder of Saul's family, in defiance to 
the ſolemn oath by which he engaged to ſpare 
that unhappy race: reſerving only one cripple, 
from whom he had no apprehenſions : and who, 
being the ſon of Jonathan, gave him the oppor- 

. tunity of making a merit of his gratitude. When 
be lay on his death-bed, where all mankind re- 
ſign their reſentments and animoſities, his lateſt 


breath was employed in dictating two poſthumous 
murders to his ſon Solomon! and, as if one crime 


more was wanting to compleat the black cata- 
logue; he cloathed all his actions with the moſt 
_ conſummate bypocriſy : profeſſing all along, the 
. greateſt regard for every eppearance of virtue and 
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It is with b dye * e ee 
moirs takes his leave of a ftory, with which, by 


this time, he is ſufficiently diſguſted. He'entered- 

upon it, however, from honeſt motives; and he 
concludes it with the conſciouſneſs of having per- 
formed a work, which he flatters himſelf will 


prove acceptable to all who entertain adequate 


conceptions of the eternal reQitude of that Great 

Creator of the univerſe, whom they profeſs to 
adore. He deſpiſes all the pious ravings and ana- 
' themas which have been thundered againſt him 


by ſome reverend inquiſitors : he expected them, 


has expoſed them; and hopes he may without 
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offence finally teply in the words of their for- 
gotten maſtet : Father forgive them, for they. 
| know not? tobet they ds, Thoſe: who eſtimate 
a man's religion by his implicitneſs to preſcribed 
notions, and who think it their duty to Rifle their 
living objections in compliance to the dead letter; 
(for objeftions they will have, and very ſtrong 
ones too) ſuch have and will undoubtedly be 
ſhocked at this publication. Such may produ uce 
numerous texts in " oppolition to what is 5 here 
flaent- with themſelves ? It — — 
necellary- to diſcuſs that. queſtion. Argue that 
beim among yourſelves ; the printer will at 
leaſt profit by mne , 
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This, yet, is none of his concern. The 
| love of truth is a motive which ought to ſuper- 
ſede every; other ebnſideration: for every other 
conſideration is ſubordinate in compariſon with 
it. Truth requires no tenderneſs . of inveſti- 
_ gation, and ſcorns al Os It is, when 
diſplayed, BUY e 
Fe — 1 
One clear, unchang'd, and univerſal light. 
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